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The plan of thte book fe to convene In oine rast Bfesomblage all 
the animals of la<Sd and water, ami lettbe'm discuss'the merits of 
Strong Drinks, and Tobacco. The speeolies, from the Monarch 
Lion down through every grade of being to the Dandy buioker, 
and the dramatic scenes in wiiioh they engage, are exhibited in 
itirty cuttiHj ctua, alrke amusing tu ttie phitosi»pft«r and th(f child, 

"We commend the book to the Friends of TemnerdnC* <^^V4 
ery name, to the Heads of all the Departments of State, to tue 
Army and Navy, to Phiiautliropists and lleforuiers, to iiands of 
Hope, and to all tne Sons and Daughters of Temperance. ^ 

oi=»i3srio:Nrs of thces ipress. 

John G. Saxe says : *'This is one of tiie most auiusiug allego- 
ries we ever read. The speeohes of the animals for and-again.st 
Temperance are not only laughable, but give many a sly hit at 
the follies of the day.'i 

Life UhistrcUed says : " This book will do good service in the 
cause, it is a fable, in which the various auimals give testimony 
against intoxicating drinks, <&;c. It is full of useful tacts, and is 
alike amusing and instructive." 

Gleasons Pictorial says : " Tbia is an extended fable, in which 
the atiimal3 convey a moral after the nianner of J^sop. There is 
grave humor, s'harp satire, and a good deal of dramatic ability in 
the book, and incidentally a considerable amount of information 
on points ot natural history. It will have a great sale of course.'' 

The New Hampshire Telegraph says : •* This book is happily con- 
ceived. The animals meet in convention, make eloqocui speeches 
from which mankind can learn wisdom. The illustrations are 
amusing." 

The Vermont Chronicle B&ys : "This book should be put into 
the hands of every boy. Its life-like illustrations will interest 
the young mind, like Arabian Nights or Robinson Crusoe, while 
its moral itupreaaion is of a far higuer oharacoor.'^ 

The Jnternatio7ial Journal says : "A remarkable volume — ex- 
actly adapted as a present to a friend who is partial to the exhil- 
arating glaiis or the narcotic weed." 

'The Puritan and Recorder says: -"This is a most instructiye 
allegory. It sets forth the drinking usages of that featheriess 
biped, the human tippler." 

The Boaton Weekly Telegraph says : "It is a good work, and 
will make the boyd and ^rls laugh ^r teaofa the^ a good moral 
lesson, and many things beside." 

E^ Published by the Ainerican Anti'Tobacco Tract Society t 
Fitchborg, Mass. 

Olftof 
The Heirs of 
^iMttfi Q, Oempsejr Digitized by Google 
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TO JOHN TAPPAN, Esq. 

VBB BABLT, LONO-TRIED, CONSISTENT, AND ErFICIBNT FBISir|> 

AND PATRON OF TEMPERANCE, THIS HUMBLE EFFORT TO 

^ MAKE TRUTH MORE ATTRACTIVE, BY OLOTHINQ IT 

IN AN ALLEGORICAL DRESS, IS MOST RESPECT- 

rULLT DEDICATED, BT HIS MUCH INDEBTED 

FBIEND AND ADMIRER, 

THE AUTHOB. 
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PREFATORY. 



This Fable was originally prepared for deliyery at 
Temperance Meetings and Celebrations^ and was thus 
used on several occasions in Massachnsetts. It is now 
published with the addition of many new facts^ derived 
from a farther study of ^ original documents^ in the 
hope that this allegorical mode of exhibiting Temper* 
ance and some other important subjects^ may excite 
more interest than a method more didactic. At least 
the stoiy may afford innocent amusement for a leisure 
hour. 

I consider myself fortunate in haying secured 
the aid of Mr. Bichard L. Hinsdale^ of Worcester^ to 
prepare the illustrations of this work. This young 
artist has entered fully into the spirit of the subject^ 

(7) 
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and produced a series of drawings that will add yery 
much to the interest of this production; and they seem 
to me to evince talents for this department of the arts 
deserving of patronage. These designs will repay a care- 
fed study, which will discover much, — ^unobserved at 
first, — ^in the expression, attitudes, and grouping of tho 
animals, that is appropriate, humorous, and illustrative 
of the sentiments of the several speeches. 

E. H. 
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Hatino been led bj my daily pursaitB for ibe last 
twenty or thirty years^ to study the history, the habitSi 
and the language of animals below man, it need not be^ 
thot^ht strange that I shotdd lay olaim to some dis- 
eoverias* I hope, at leasts that my readers will not 
fi^cfpeot me of stating anything contrary to the troth, 
when I prQoeed to give an account of some yery em^ 
ons documents ihsA haye fidlen into my hands in the 
course of my studies snumg the animals. Althouj^ 
their language be inarticulate (that is, mAauiJamtif) 
it would be irfxange i^ among modem improvements^ 
they should not have f omid out hum to reg^urter it Now 
I must be a yery dull scholar, if in twenty-^ye years I 
ha^ not lea^med how to translate the himglypbic 
neords of animals into my yernacular ton|pie« Bat 
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14 HI8T0BT or A ZOOLOGIOAL 

without farther preface or apology I proceed to give a 
Bnmmary account of the documents which haye &Uen 
into my hands. 

THE CONVEOTION CALLED. 

My readers know that the Lion is the king of ani- 
mab; not because he is the largest, but on account of 
his great strength, indomitable courage, and digni« 
fied manners, which enable him to conquer all other 
animals. Now by a law of the animal kingdom, when- 
ever any of the subjects of the lion desire to have a 
meeting or conyention of the animals, they must send a 
petition to that effect to King Leo. Not long since his 
Majes^ received the following : — 

To His Mi^esty Kino LbOj^ 
at hu palace in Oeniral Africa. 

Th« undersigned, your Majesty's most dutiful suIk 
jeots, beg leave to r^resent, that for a long course of 
years, they have lived among that remarkable race of 
animals called Man, by whom they have been taught' 
the «se of many new substances, and the practice of 
many new arts and modes of livings which, if intro-^ 
doeed among other animals, murt greatly promote their 
protperity and hi^iness. 

Xhey, therefore, humbly piay, that a World's Om* 
iwition, ^braeiag all animals except Man, may bei 
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eaUed) that they may make known these diaeoveria^ 
and that ihe subject of their general introduction maj 
be discussed. 

^ The Elephant, 
Signed by < The Oubang Outang, and 

( The Cow. 
This petition was successful; and his Majesty's 
ministers, the Tiger, the Giraflfe, and the Rhinoceros, 
issued their mandate under the broad seal of the 
Empire, for the meeting of the Convention in the year 
570,870 of the kingdom, corresponding to the year 
5847 of Man's creation. The place of meeting was 
chosen on the bank of Lake Bibbie, which is an expan- 
sion of the river Niger, in Central Africa, and there- 
fore accessible to the various animals in the oceans and 
rivers, and is also far removed from the approach of 
Man. The fitting up of the place of meeting was a 
work of great labor and dijfficulty ; but was executed 
with great skill and good taste, by the Elephant, the 
Camel, the Ostrich, the Crocodile, and the Shark, who 
were the committee of arrangements. It was neces- 
sary that the «pot should be chosen on the banks of 
the lake, where the water was deep enough to allow 
the largest monsters of the ocean to come within speak- 
ing distance. Lofty trees also must overshadow it, to 
afford a proper resting-plaoe for the representatives of 
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the flMidiered tribes. Holes likewise must be dog ftr 
tiiCNM animals that burrow^ and various other acoom- 
modations provided^ to suit the habits and constitutioa 
of varieties from every climate and every element 
As no General Convention of animals had taken place 
since the long one held in the Ark of Noah, it was 
feared that the art of providing for them had been lost^ 
and that great suffering would be the result But to 
flie honor of the commissioners^ who had charge of the 
businessy not a life was lost^ on this account^ nor much 
complaint madd. The greatest difficulty lay in pro- 
viding food; for; as many of the animals were carm- 
vorouS; it was feared that such^ in their hunger^ might 
make a meal of some of their fellow representatives. 
But the difficulty was got over by directmg in the 
general orders, that each member should bring aloi^ 
with him his own provisions. 

THE CONVENTION ORGANIZED. 

The organization of the Convention occupied mudh 
time and occasioned much trouble. The question was 
itarted by the secretaries, consistmg of the Chimpanie, 
from Africa, the Kangaroo, from New Holland, and 
ihe Grizzly Bear, from North America, whether they 
should record the common names of the animals, or 
ihdr Latin names, and which of these should be used 



y Google 



TEMPERANCE OONVENTIOIT. IT 

in the Convention. This called forth a lively dJBcus- 
sion among the more literary members. Among these 
was a Goat from Mount Parnassus, who declared that he 
had often drank from the Castalian fountain ; likewise 
a Tarantula from Italy, who said he could prove that 
one of his ancestors had the honor of biting Ylrgil, 
and an Owl from Babylon, wjio asserted that his pro- 
genitors had often hooted from the tower of Babel. 

Among the speakers was an albino Bat, who an- 
nounced himself from Amherst College in America. 
He said that his hair had grown gray, and even white, 
by his long watchings in the walls of the recitation 
rooms of that institution, listening with true classical 
gusto to the brilliant rehearsals of Latin and Greek by 
the students ; and in the walls of their private rooms 
while they slept; for he had found that they were often 
in a somnambulic state, and in such a caee they always 
talked in Latin or Greek, and much more accurately, 
as he thought, than in the recitation room. These 
languages, therefore, had become familiar to him, and if 
justice had been done to him, he should long since have 
received a degree. But if that Convention refused to 
use the classical or Latin names of the animals, he never 
could again hold up his head before the members of 
that learned institution. K any one of the Convention 
should address him by the mere tide of Mr. Bat, he 
2 
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18 HI8T0BT or A ZOOLOGICAL 

•hoold take no nodoe of it, unless it was to challongi 
^t member to a personal combat for the insolt. Hit 
m^, bis gray hairs, and his learning, entitled him to 
the more euphonical and grandiloquent title of Damu 
nm Mas Rathu albus. 

Much to the credit of the classical taste and scientifio 
knowledge of the Conyention, this debate terminated 
in a resolution to use the Latin names of the members 
on the records and in the debate. It may bo proper 
to add, that soon after the return of Mus Battus to 
America, he died before there was time to give him a 
diploma, probably from his great exertions in the 
Ccmyention, where he fought like a hero against intozi> 
eating substances. And yet (horruco refereM /) we 
embalmed him in alcohol ; and in the Zoidogical Mu- 
seum of Amherst College, he still remains to testify to 
the Teiaoity of this history. 

THE QUESTION OP LADIES' RIGHTa 

, Another question, which had well nigh broken up 
the Conyention, was, whether female animals had a 
right to sit, and speak, and yote, as members of the 
body. Many of these had come up to the meetinj^ 
some, to accompany their mates, some, out of an idle 
curiosity, and some, because they took a deep intevQpt in 
tha sobjeot^ and supposed they should be admitted to 
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qpeaik aiid act upon it. The Cow^ espeoiaUy^ thougkt 
it a very hard case^ that her right to a seat should he 
disputed, afiber she had signed the petition which resulted 
in the calling of the Convention. It was well known^ 
also, that hy an almost unheard-of act of oppression 
and cruelty, the Bos Taurus, or Ox, her natural mate, 
had everywhere been separated from the Cow, so that she 
was left to shift for herself, and if she did not vindi- 
cate her own rights there was no one who would do it. 
The males of several other animals that had been 
enslaved by man stood up and gallantly defended the 
rights of the ladies, and stated that such had been the 
emelty of man in destroying the males, that in fact 
the females had become their rulers in the domestic 
circle; and they testified, moreover, that their sway was 
very gentle, and that it would be most ungallant, send 
an eternal disgrace to that Convention, to deprive them 
of the right of speaking. In short, they declared that 
a large number of animals had resolved to withdraw 
from the Convention in disgust, should such an act 
pass. On the other side, several of the wild animals 
replied with great severity, that the evils complained 
of by the domestic animals were all the result of their 
disgraoefdl submission to the oppression of man; that 
in a state of nature no female ever ruled over her mate^ 
bat was always in subjection; that it waa her busineHi 
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%o Attend to domestio duties^ and not to interfere wit]| 
great public concerns ; and that they never would sub- 
mit to have the example set before their own mates, 
who had attended them hither^ of seeing females so 
out of their place as to make speeches there^ and thus 
come upon a level with themselves. The contest on 
this question became more and more violent^ and per- 
sonal crimination and recrimination took the place of 
argument ; so much sO; that it seemed almost certain 
that the speakers must have been familiar with the 
proceedings of the American Congress. The excite- 
menty however^ was calmed in a very unexpected man- 
ner^ and almost entire harmony restored. 

In the midst of the uproar a Turtle-dove and its 
mate, a bird well known for its gentleness and connu- 
bial fidelity^ were seen to alight upon the rock behind 
which sat the Lion^ and around which sat the Secre- 
taries. So manifest a breach of order drew forth from 
a Panther^ who had been appointed one of the con- 
stables; so loud a yell; that it produced an entire still- 
ness through the assembly. The male Turtle-dove 
seized the favorable moment to introduce the following 
resolutions, which unexpectedly harmonized the con- 
flicting views of the members, and passed almost by 
acclamation : — 

Retdved : That those ladies who are present without 
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viateS; not throngh any fault of their own^ have liberty 
to sit; speak, and act in this Convention; and to vindi- 
cate the rights of females. 

Resolved: That each married lady present be ex- 
pected to take her seat by the side of her husbaml; 
and that her chief business and duty shall be to keep 
him in order. 

As the Convention was about to proceed to buii- 
nesS; it was again disturbed by the constables dragging 
into the assembly, with great growling and screaming^ 
a Wolf and a Hyaena, all covered with blood and dust 
It appeared that during the discussion about ladies' 
rights, something was said by the Wolf, which the 
Hysena thought was intended for a reflection upon hia 
lady. He immediately passed a challenge to a personal 
combat; and forthwith they ran, with their secondS| 
the Lynx and the Alligator, into an adjoining field^ 
and commenced bitiiig and tearing each other, but the 
constables had hold of them before either obtained the 
victory. A motion was immediately made and carried, 
to refer their case to the decision of King Leo. His 
Majesty, observing that in the combat the Wolf had 
lost his tail, and the Hyasna his ears, immediately de- 
creed that the tails and ears of both should be cropped 
close, and they be expelled from the Convention. The 
Shark was appointed executioner^ and immediately^ and 
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-with great relish performed the sentence. They ' 
led forth from the assembly, followed by their weeping 
mates. This touching sight drew tears from the eyes 
of the Crocodile; and his cousin, the Alligator, was so 
much excited by his feelings, as to say, that if the 
laws of honor had been as well understood by that 
Convention as in the country from which he came, 
especially in the American Congress, so severe a judg- 
ment would not have been passed; and he felt con- 
strained by a regard to his friends who had just departed, 
to propose two resolutions, which he thought the Con- 
vention ought to pass : — 

1. Resolved : that the honor of the Hyaena's lady 
stands fully vindicated. 

2. Resolved : that our departed friends have fully 
vindicated their own honor, and shown that they belong 
to a genuine race of Wolves and Hyaenas. 

The resolutions were instantly rejected, and King 
Leo took no notice of this impudent speech, except to 
order proclamation to be made, that it was a fixed law 
of the Empire, that whoever engages either as {»incipal 
or second in a duel, shall lose both his ears and his tail. 

THE BUSINESS OP THE CONVENTION OPENED 
BY THE ORANG OUTANG. 

The regular business of the Convention was at length 
commenced by a speech from the Orang Outang. Hq 
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■aid the Convention liad a right to a more definite 
Btatement as to the object of the meeting from those 
who originallj proposed it^ of whom he was one. 

When first he was kidnapped and carried away from 
his natiye conntry bj man, he felt the strongest aver- 
non to everything hnman. Bat after ezpeiiencing 
the kindest treatment for a long time from man, his 
prejudices began to subside, and almost every day made 
him acquainted with some new article of food or drink^ 
or some custom among men^ that showed him the vast 
iiqMriarity of the human race over all the other animaln. 
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Nothing, howeyer^ appeared to him so wonderfoli or 
did so much to reooacile him to his condition, as iha 
use of a drink called Alcohol, which man had in- 
Tented.* 

* To show that the intimationB made in seyeral places in 
this work, that some of the lower animals become attached 
to alcohol and intoxicated hj it, we quote the following 
examples from a work of undoubted authority, entitled 
«< Desultory Notes on the origin, &c., of Ardent Spirits; Bj 
a Physician, Philadelphia, 1884." 

*< Some of the tame elephants are Tery fond of brandy 
and wine. " Bishop Heber remarks, that '< elephants in India 
are fed on stimulating substances to make them furious when 
they train them for fighting." 

Marco Polo relates of the Africans of the island of Zan- 
libar, and its neighborhood, that ** they have no horses, but 
fight upon elephants and camels. Preyiously to the combats' 
they giye draughts of wine (made from rice and sugar) to 
the elephants." 

Bang (an intoxicating narootio plant) is said to be some- 
times given to the elephants in India for the purpose of 
rendering them Iturious and insensible to danger. 

Sir Stamford Baffles, when living in Sumatra, had a bear 
(Urttu maloffantui) tamed and brought up in the nursery 
with his children. " When admitted to my table," says he, 
** as was frequently the case, he gave proof of his taste by 
refusing to eat any fruit but mangosteens, or to drink any 
wine but champagne. The only time I oyer knew hhn to be 
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It went by yarioos names, as Rom, Brandy, Whiskey, 
'Wine, Ale, Cider, &o., &o., according as it wad mixed 
with various other things. Bat they were all nearly 
equally good; and it was the Alcohol that gaye them 

out of humour, was ou au ocoasiou when no champagne WM 
forthcoming. " 

Horses have been learned to drink ale ; and some sports- 
men in England give a favorite hunter the refreshment of a 
bottle of wine after a seyere chase — ** The pernicious effects 
of spirits upon horses haye been very accurately ascertained 
by the experiments of Pelger, and indeed, thej proTed as 
iigurious as Tarious poisons tried at the same time." (Bed- 
does.) Br. Fleming remarks that malt is esteemed a yery 
fattening food for fish in ponds, and the crumbs of bread 
steeped in ale. It is mentioned in '' a short account of the 
manner in which game cocks are bred up and trained for 
fighting, by an experienced feeder, that brandy, or any 
heating drug on the day of fighting, does more harm than, 
good. They may get» howeyer, just before thej set to, a few 
barley corns, with a litUe real Sherry wine." Another 
writer sajs, *' after game cocks are weighed for fightings 
sometimes they giye a little ale." We haye understood |h>m 
a gentleman who witnessed the fact, and is entitled to per- 
fect confidence, that bats haye become intoxicated bj drink- 
ing whiskey, which was exposed in shallow vessels to tempt 
them. Bees, wasps, and flies, often become much intoxicated 
liboutthe distilleries, being attracte4 by the sugar wMck 
aboimdsther» 
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their value and attraction. He formerly was very 
much attached to water ; but he soon found that ihla 
had become insipid, nay, absolutely injurious to hia 
stomach, without a mixture of this most delightful fluid. 
They could form no conception of the almost miraculous 
effects of this drink upon the mind and the body. It 
would cure nearly every disease, and banish all the 
cares of life. He here quoted a passage from an 
ancient human writer, which, although quaint, very 
exactly describes the effect of alcohol upon the system. 
*^Itsloweth age," says he, "it strengtheneth youth, 
it helpeth digestion, it cutteth phlegm, it abandoneth 
melancholic, it relisheth the heart, it lighteneth the 
mind, it quickeneth the spirit, it cureth the hydropsia, 
it healeth the strangury, it pounceth the stone, it 
expelleth gravel, it puffeth aiway ventositie, it keepeth 
and preserveth the head from whirling, the eyes from 
dazzling, the tongue £rom lisping, the mouth from 
snaffling, the teeth from chattering, and the throat from 
rattling; it keepeth the weasan from stifling, the sto> 
mach from wombliug, and the heart from swelling; H 
keepeth the hands from shivering, the sinews from 
shrinking, the veins from crumbling, the bones from 
aching, and the marrow from soaking.'^ 

"Now," said Mr. Simia S^rw, for that is the 
lAtin name of the Orang, " it is chiefly to urge upon 
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all the animal tribes the introduction of this delicioiui 
beverage among them, as a substitute for water, that 
we have petitioned for this Convention. We are sure, 
from our own experience, that it would double all the 
enjoyments, and divide the cares of life. Especially, 
would it promote social intercourse and refinement of 
manners, now so lamentably neglected among animals. 
I was carried to Holland in the same ship with Lord 
Vanderkemp, the Governor of Borneo, and I shall 
never forget the delightful convivial entertainments 
which I enjoyed at his table, where the choicest wine 
always ended the repast. My colleagues will, I doubt 
not, sustain me in these representations; and could we 
but see this Convention resolving to introduce thia 
Elixir Vitas among all the animal kingdom, we should 
feel as if we had been the greatest benefactors of our 
race. We should hope to see many other most valu- 
able articles of food and drink, and many of the arts 
of civilized life, following in the train ; and thus would 
the animal kingdom be rescued from that uncivilized 
and degraded state which has so often brought the blush 
of shame upon my cheeks. In conclusion, I will only 
remark, that I have brought with me a f^ bottles of 
the most choice wine, that, at least, the officers of Mik:;. 
Convention may see how delicious it is, and how happy 
10 its influence upon the mind.'' 
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A COMMITTEE TO TRY THE WINE. 

The Lion and Ids Secretaries not being so ignorant 
of the effect of alcoholic drinks as the Orang supposed, 
looked scowling upon one another, and with flashing 
eyes, as he uttered the last sentence of his speech. 
Neyertheless, they restrained their feelings, and suffered 
a TOte to pass the Convention, proposed by a simple 
Opossum, that a committee be appointed to make a 
trial 0^ the wine and report to the meeting. The com* 
mittee consisted of a Baboon from Africa, a Glutton 
from Siberia, a Battlesnake and Opossum from North 
America, and a swarm of Hornets from Europe. 

It would be amusing to follow this committee to the 
place where they met to try the wine, for it was a ludi- 
crous scene. Sut it is well shown in the accompanying 
drawing. Yon there see the Baboon, after haying 
tasted of the bottle till he became quite silly, pouring 
a stream from it into the open mouths of *the Glutton 
and Battlesnake, while his other hand is extended, 
filled with wine, which the Opossum is lapping up, 
and the Hornets are sucking in. The result was, 
ih&t in a few moments, the whole party were by 
the ears, except the Baboon, who had learned how 
much he could bear. He at length succeeded in keep* 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



mcpxaANcs ooKmnnovu tl 

hg ihem quiet enough to agree to go and make leporl 
to tbe Conventioii. / 

SPEECHES OP THE FOX AND ORAJJG OUTANG. 

While delivering his speech the Orang's head wa» 
bound up with a handkerchief; and he had firequentlj 
pressed his fore-feet against it^ as if in pain. A Vox, 
with much pretended concern^ rose and inquired what 
was the difficulty with the Orange and whether he had 
been a long time ill, and whether such a thing as aok- 
ness was known among men, with such a sovereign 
lemedy in their hands. He inquired fdrtheri whether 
alcohol would not ward off the stroke of death ? 

The Orang replied that he was much troubled with 
a headache from fatigue in coming to the Convention : a 
complaint to which he was very liablci in consequence 
of a cold and weak stomach, and great delicacy of the 
nervous Bjst^m. Sut he assured the Convention that 
one or two glasses of wine never £Gdled to cure entirely 
all these maladies in a most wonderful manner. While 
he slept at night, indeed| he could not take wine; so 
that he almost always awoke in the morliing with an 
aching head, a want of appetite, and trembling nervea. 
But (me glass of the elixir vitas never failed to set 
everything right; and indeed, he had no doubt, but 
he should long ago have been in his grave, had he sol 
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been pointed to this admirable remedy. He would not 
deny that there was a good deal of sickness among men. 
Most of it, however, yielded to this potent remedy, if 
it was only applied often enough. And besides, there 
was a class among men, called physicians, unknown 
among animals, who possessed a most wonderful skiU 
in the cure of diseases. 

Indeed, it was regarded as a great blessing to every 
family, if they could live in the immediate vicinity (^ 
a physician, that he might be called in season. And so 
great was the multiplication of this class, in consequence 
of the great demand for their services, that there were 
but few families who were not thus accommodated* 
"Oh, how different," said the Orang, with great pathos, 
*' is the case among other animals I If sick, they have 
nothing to do, but to lie down and die, alone and un- 
friended. One of the blessings which we anticipate 
will follow the introduction of alcoholic drinks among 
animals, is, that they will be the means of raising up 
among them a class of physicians to cure their sick- 
nesses, and thus take away in a great measure the fear 
of death. For, although men do sometimes die, in 
spite of medical skill, yet it is the almost unanimouB 
opinion of physicians, that it is because their aid is not 
ettlled in season " 
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THE ZEBRA'S SPEECH. 

The beantiful Zebra from South Africa next obtained 
the floor, and his elegant appearance drew forth a lond 
greeting from all parts of the assembly. But such a 

strange noise did it make, when quadruped| bird^ fish| 
3 
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reptile^ et cxten, et cesteri, bellowed forth their ftdmi* 
ration at the top of their voiceS; that it frightened even 
a large part of the animals themselves ; and they be- 
gan to run to their retreats; when the roar of the 
lion; drowning every other sonnd^ brought them back^ 
and the Zebra proceeded. 

''The gentleman who has just spoken/' said the 
Zebra^ ''has talked as if all this Convention were igno- 
rant of the effects of alcoholic drinks upon man. But 
I assure him that some of us can tell him a great deal 
more on this subject than he seems to know. lake 
him, I too have been kidnapped, and carried half round 
the globe, in order to be exposed to the gaze of all 
classes of men. 

" Like him, I have been tempted with wine and strong 
drink. Like him, also, I might have fallen into the 
snare, had I not seen enough of the effects of these drinks 
to make me abhor them, before they were brought within 
my reach. It was not so easy or so safe a matter, for 
those who kidnapped me to make me sit down at their 
table : for I determined never to become the slave of man, 
and to this day, no one of my race has ever given up 
his indomitable spirit, and I trust no one ever will. 

" But as I was shut up in my cage, I could see the 
effects of what was called brandy, wine, &c., at the 
dinner-table, even upon governors, and those who prided 
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tiMinselyes upon being called gentlemen. It is true 
that for a time a most delightful exhilaration, increased 
sociability, and oblivion of care, were the result. And 
thus far Mr. Simla, who has just spoken, has fiurly 
drawn the picture. But I do not wonder that he stop- 
ped here. For it so happened, though he may not 
remember it, that I was on board the same vessel with 
him, and the governor, and I used to witness the effects 
of alcohol almost every day at dinner upon the whole 
company : and I suspect that Mr. Simla could not draw 
the picture much farther: for boisterous and angry 
words soon succeeded ; swords were sometimes drawn, 
or lists put in requisition, and after a good deal of 
bruising and blood-letting, and tumbling over one an* 
other, most of the company found their places on the 
floor, to be dragged away by the servants. Probably 
the gentleman has forgotten that glorious day for him, 
when, after having had his ear bitten off (I leave it to 
the Convention to judge whether that is the reason he 
wears a handkerchief around his head), he was dragged 
out at one end of the cabin, and thrown into the hold 
of the ship, among the bilge-water, and the governor 
was carried out at the other end and thrown into his 
berth. I should presume that both the gentlemen would 
have been a little troubled with headache and weak 
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neryea next mornings until a little more alcohol had sel 
all to rights/' 

THE WINE COMMITTEE REPOBTS. 

Here the Zehra was called to order for his personali* 
tieS; and directed by the chair to confine himself to the 
question. As he was about proceeding with his re- 
marks^ the meeting was thrown into confusion by the 
rushing in of several animals^ with screeching and jeU- 
iag; and pouncing upon the members of the Conven- 
fibn who were in the way^ many desperate battles were 
fought. 

Among these animals was the Baboon, who led the 
way, followed by the Opossum, who tumbled into a 
dough with the Glutton, and they could not extricate 
themselyes; next came the Battlesnake, who glided 
nimbly from one animal to another, striking each widi 
his &ngs, and inflicting several fatal wounds ; and finally 
a swarm of Hornets darted in every direction, stinging 
every animal in their way, and producing the most 
ludicrous flouncing, kicking, and screaming imaginable, 
throughout the assembly. At length the Baboon, 
having crawled to the seat of his cousin Orang Outang, 
eried out, ^'Mr. Presid^t, the committee are ready te 
feport. ' 

The Zebra immediately perceived that these were the 
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animals who had been appointed an hour before to try 
the virtues of the wine presented by the Orang, and 
raising his voice, as soon as the tumult had a little sub- 
fiidedy he cried out, ^'Gentlemen, I think the com- 
mittee have already reported, and they have given you 
a fine illustration of what would be the effect of alcoholic 
drinks were they introduced among animals. In North 
America, where I was carried about a great deal, I have 
seen such scenes acted over among men a hundred 
times, at those places which they call Taverns, or 
houses of entertainment, where we used always to spend 
our nights. Frequently we were kept awake all night by 
the singing, shouting, and fighting of a party of men, 
who were out upon what they call a spree. In such 
taverns they have a place called a bar-room, where aU 
sorts of alcoholic drinks are kept for sale, as was said, 
'according to law,' and they used to mix up those 
liquors with what they called a toddy-stick. When I 
heard this moving briskly, while in my cage, I always 
knew what was to follow. I have been in the dens of 
all sorts of animals, and have seen them in their worst 
moods, and I declare that I have nevet seen so filthy 
and disgusting a place as a bar-room, fitted up accord- 
ing to law, for the public good, yet filled with the 
steam of alcohol, the smoke of tobacco^ and the wran- 
gling and cursing of half-drunken men. If this is tho 
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dvilization and refln^nent wliich the gentlemen would 
introdnoe among the animals, deliver us, I say, deliver 
OB from so awful a curse ! Often as I have witnessed 
the effects of alcohol among men, I have exclaimed, 
'how thankful am I that mj name is not Homo saptemf 
hut Uquus Zebra/ " 

THE TAME ELEPHANT'S SPEECH. 

A tame Elephant next took the floor, and said, that 
what had now transpired, and the remarks made, 
were calculated to produce a very wrong impression. 
The scenes they had just witnessed, and those described 
by the Zebra, were examples of the abuse, not of the 
proper use, of alcoholic drinks. His brother Orang, 
as well as himself, were perfectly aware that men 
had abused, and that animals might abuse, even this 
most useful substance. And what good thing might 
not be abused so as to become a curse? It was 
only for its moderate and temperate use that they 
pleaded. They reprobated intoxication as much as 
any gentlemen in that Convention. What was called 
among men the low tippling of grogshops, they de- 
spised I But should they, therefore, be guilty of the 
ultraism and asceticism of denying themselves a cheer- 
ing glass when overcome by fatigue, or feeble healtii, 
or when it was offered to them in the social oirdes of 
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(hose high-minded animals that knew how to keep the 
baser principles of their nature in subjection to the 
nobler powers ? It might be that such animals as the 
Glutton, the Opossum, the Rattlesnake, and the Hornet, 
30uld never so control their inferior natures that it 
would be safe for them to use these drinks. But would 
it, therefore, be unsafe for the Royal Chairman of this 
meeting, and the noble Secretaries, and many othersi 
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^^-whom he might name, to cheer themselves amid their 
responsibilities and cafes, with this charming beverage 
in moderation ? He would not, however, dwell upon 
this point. There was another argument more conclu- 
sive in favor of the proposition before the meeting. 
It was well known that man was able to endure all 
climates and all extremes of heat and cold, but most 
other animals were confined to very narrow limits in 
their range. And it was by the use of alcohol that 
man was able to do this. He used it under the burn- 
ing heat of the tropics to keep him cool, and beneath 
the arctic cold to keep him warm. Would other ani- 
mals follow his example, they too might bid defiance 
to climate^ and range over the whole earth at their 
pleasure. 

Several animals, unable to listen quietly to such 
statements, interrupted the Elephant. 

The Dog says, "I follow man into all climates, and 
endure without clothing, what he very imperfectly 
endures with it. Is it because I use alcohol ? No : 
I see too much of its bad influence upon my master, 
not only in making him capricious and cruel, but in 
unfitting him to endure great extremes of heat and 
cold, to be willing to touch a drop of it; and among 
the millions of my race that have accompanied man, I 
have scarcely heard of one that ever was tempted to 
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taste of this vile poison." " Let man," said tie great 
White Polar Bear, " first show that he, with his alco- 
hol, can endure an arctic winter as well as I can without 
ity before you impute to alcohol, what takes place in 
spite of alcohol." 

The Elephant, vexed at the interruption, took no 
notice of these keen thrusts at his arguments. He 
said, however, that he could not close without one 
statement found(5d upon his own experience. He would 
wge the introduction of alcoholic drinks by the Con- 
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vention^ because they would so much increase the 
physical strength of animals, and give them so much 
vigor of mind. Among men it was understood thai 
one who used water only, would be weak in his body, 
weak in his mind, weak, indeed, in everything. Now 
it was well known that in all these respects animals 
were becoming more and more feeble, and he did not 
doubt but the use of cold water had been the principal 
cause of it. He, himself, had found his strength, and 
clearness, and vigor of mind nearly doubled, whenever 
he drank a few gallons of brandy or wine. 

THE CHALLENGE TO PERSONAL COMBAT. 

These last remarks touched the animals in a very 
tender point, and produced great excitement. They 
felt it to be insufferable slander, to represent them as 
becoming weak and puny. A wild Elephant, who was 
present, and who had n^Yer been taught the use of 
alcoholic drinks, strode forward into the midst of the 
assembly, with his eyes flashing fire, and throwing hiii 
trunk around with fearful violence, he called on the 
tame Elephant to come forth and measure trunks and 
strength with him. At the same time, coiling his 
trunk around a palm tree of nearly a foot in diameter^ 
he twisted it off as if it had been a slender reed. The 
tame Elephant trembled and drew back : for he saw it 
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was a hopeless case for him to grapple with such a 
giant as stood before him, just out of the jcmgles of 
India. He ezcnsed himself from the combat, by say- 
ing that it had been impossible for him to bring along 
with him the alcohol necessary to give him his maxi- 
mum strength, and that he was in fact suffering at that 
moment from the weakness which always attended a 
deficiency of alcoholic drink. 

The cry of Coward! Traitor I burst upon him from 
all parts of the assembly; many of the animals in- 
voluntarily pressed towards him, and towards all who 
had advocated the use of strong drinks, and were ready 
to pounce upon them to prove how their strength had 
been slandered. 

The Crocodile made the water foam around him, and 
the shores of the lake rang again, as he bellowed out, 
<< Let that craven Elephant, if he dare, come here, and 
I will show him that I have lost no strength since Job 
called me Leviathan.'^ Even the lion himself, for- 
getfdl of his dignity, had assumed a crouching posture, 
as if ready to spring upon his prey ; and it was obvious 
that a terrible scene of carnage would have terminated 
the Convention, had not the two following circumstances 
occurred, of a singular and quite ludicrous natorei that 
restored order. 
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THE SPRINKLING WITH OTTO OF ROSES. 

In the space between the two Elephants^ a small, 
striped American animal was seen running along, and 
frisking about his bushy tail, as if for display. His 
singular appearance and imminent danger of being 
crushed under the Elephant's feet^ attracted general 
attention : but none of the animals except those from 
America, suspected what would follow. In a moment 
the Elephants were seen retreating from the arena, 
with their trunks placed upon their nostrils, and forth- 
with a general snorting and blowing burst forth from 
all the assembly, and the cry of '' Suffocation ! suffoca- 
tion I flee for your lives 1" resounded through the air. 
The American animals perceived that th^ir colleague, 
Mr. Mephitis Americana, had been sprinkling the 
cowardly Elephant with a little Otto of Roses, and 
knowing that there was no danger of suffocation, they 
were convulsed with laughter. 

As soon as order could be restored, the Lion directed 
ihe intruder, Mr. Mephitis, to be seized and carried 
ont of the assembly. But no animal could be found 
courageous enough to lay hold of him, and he quietly 
marched off to his burrow, having first turned round, 
and calmly said, "May it please your Majesty: My 
only object has been to let that Elephant, who has been 
slandering us all, carry evidence about him, for at least 
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iliree months, wMch will satisfy his nosei that it li 
possible to prepare odors that have some strength^ with« 
out alcohoL^' 

THE SHOWEB BATH. 

This occurrence moderated a little the excitement. 
Still there remained too much heat; bat the next cir« 
comstance that occurred, thoroughly cooled down the 
assembly. The waters of the lake were seen to be in 
great agitation; then followed a blowing noise, as if a 
hurricane were rising. But it was a Whale, who felt 
called upon to show that he had some strength left. 
Before he was able to speak, it was necessary that he 
should spout off a few hogsheads of water from his 
mouth. Unintentionally, he directed the stream towards 
the assembly, and all the animals found themselves 
unexpectedly enjoying the benefits of a shower batL 
The Whale apologized, by pleading the strong emotions 
that agitated him. He was distressed and angry too^ 
that any animals had so fsa become the slaves of man 
and of appetite, as not only to plead for the introduc- 
tion among themselves vOf a fascinating and deadly 
poison, but also to utter most foul slanders. He would, 
-however, not retort railing for railing, but mention one 
mekncholy fact that bore upon the point, and also 
filled him with deep solicitude. It was well known . 
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that his race had been persecuted by man with t^e mosi 
unrelenting fdry^ and that vast numbers were yearly 
sacrificed to his cupidity. Until recently, however, 
they had been able to cope with their enemy so suc- 
oessfiilly amid the polar icebergs, that their numbers 
had not essentially diminished. So long as the whale- 
ships were well provided with alcoholic drinks, he had 
found it no difficult matter to baffle their plans. Often 
had he, himself, with a single blow of his tail, sent 
a boat-load to the bottom of the ocean, because th^ 
were deprived of half their reason and their strength 
by spirit. But recently there had come among them 
what were called temperance ships : ships destitute of 
alcohol ; men that took care to keep out of the reach 
of a stroke of the tail; and knew how to direct the 
harpoon with dreadful certainty. The poor Whales 
are fstst disappearing before t];Lem, and " unless some 
means be taken to induce these ships to return to their 
old habits of drinking," said the Whale, " my noble 
race will soon be gone. Would you hasten that wofiil 
day, by leading us to use that which has made such 
dreadful havoc among the human race ? Strange, that 
a Convention should have been called to deliberate 
whether its members shall commit suicide l'\ 
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THE BEAB'S SPEECH. 
A noble-looking American Bear, one of the 8ecr&- 
Uriesy next rose to follow out the thoughts suggested 
by the Whale. " I appeal/' said he, " to the patriot- 
ism of this assembly, to their love of liberty and life. 
Who are these animals called men, or, as they yeiy 
modestly style themselves, homing tapientesf Mere 
pony upstarts of yesterday. They cannot trace back 
their ancestry more than 6000 years ; yet, according 
to our geological writers, animals began to exist not 
less thui 570,000 years ago. And yet man has obtained 
possession of nearly all the earth, and its original and 
rightful owners have been driven into the rocks and 
fastnesses, and even there they have no rest. Many 
of our races are almost extinct. I am now advanced 
in Ufe, and I have watched with deep anxiety the rapid 
wasting away of the different tribes. My own racCi 
originally spread over the whole of the North American 
continent, now scarcely retains a few limited spots in 
the deepest recesses of the wilderness. There is only 
one single hope, that we shall not, all of us, in this 
Convention, be entirely eradicated, or converted into 
slaves, by the universal destroyer, man. That hope 
rests upon alcohol ; not upon its introduction among 
Animals, but upon the &ct that it is making dreadftil 



y Google 



M HiBToar OF a zooLoaioAii 

havoc among men. In the United States alone, it 
sweeps away not less than 100,000 every year, and at 
the same rate, it would destroy not less than 4,660,000 
yearly, over all the globe, besides a gradual prostration 
of the race. I have watched the progress of this work 
of destmction for many years with the eye of a phi- 
losopher, and until recently, I felt sure that ultimately 
it must extinguish the race, and if we held on to cold 
water, we should at last regain our lost and rightfcil 
possessions. But alas I a cloud has risen over otor 
|»roE^>ect6. Men are beginning to come back to the 
example of animals, and many millions have pledged 
themselves to total abstinence from all intoxicating 
drinks. The work meets, indeed, with violent opposi- 
tion, and I am not without strong hope that this tem- 
perance reformation, as it is called, will be stopped : 
if it is not, then it is certainly a gone case with us. 
With what indignation then, ought this Convention to 
reject the proposition to introduce this destroying demon 
among all our tribes I 

" It never could have been made except by those races 
who have vilely sold themselves as slaves to men, and 
having lost their own personal independence, they 
would gladly take away that of others. 

'^ liCt us rather bring up all our tribes arqund that 
pure fountain which I see gushing forth beneath yonder 
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Took^ and there make them Bwear eternal hostility to 
all that intoxicates^ and eternal fidelity to that pure 
beverage which natore has so abundantly provided. 

^' And were I to decide, I should say also, let them 
Bwear eternal hostility to everything human/' 



SPEECHES BY THE COW, THE SWINE, AND THE 
DOG, FROM NEW YORK. 

A Cow next introduced herself to the assembly as an 
inhabitant of the city of New York, in America. She 
said, that as the rules of the Convention allowed her 
to Sj^esk, she could not refrain from recommending. 
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itom her own experience, one variety of Bubstanoa 
reBulting from the distillation of alcohol. It was oalled 
the slops of disHUeries, and answered perfectly for food 
mi drink. She had lived upon it for years, and f<xmd 
herself always plump and fleshy, as they now saw her; 
and besides, she was able to famish twice the quantity 
of milk which any other mode of living would produce. 
She urged, therefore, the inlaroductioit of distillation 
among all the animals, as a means of rearing a greater 
number of young, and enjoying firmer health, and more 
vigorous constitutions. In condusion, she felt con* 
strained to say, that the inhabitants of the city where 
she dwelt, were distinguished for the polish and ele- 
gance of their manners, and, therefore, it had probably 
been more painful to her, accustomed to such refined 
society, to witness in that Oonvention so many viola- 
ti(ni8 of good breeding. She did not doubt that the 
use of alcoholic drinks would soon wear away this 
boorishness, and she did not believe anything else 
would. 

A Swine from the city of New York rose merely to 
confirm all that the lady had just stated. For he and 
thousands of his brethren had been fattened on the 
same delicious material, and he could not doubt but 
its effect had been most happy upon their manners, for 
it was well known that his race had long enjoyed the 
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freedom of the city^ and a joint right with their Uped 
fellonlr citizens; to oocnpy the sidewalks of Broadway. 
A cunning Dog; who belonged to a dentist in tiie 
same city, and who had heard his master state what 
terrible effects the slops of distilleries had produced 
upon the teeth of animals^ stated to the Conventioii 
that the apparent good health of the two indiyiduals 
who had just spoken was a delusion ; and that; in fact, 
their constitutions were in a state of decay. Would 
ttny animal present doubt; that his constitution was in a 
wretched statC; if his teeth were all decayed? This 
was the last part of cold-water animals that gave way. 
Yet if the Oonvention would indulge him in a simple 
experiment; he would prove to them that the Cow and 
the Swine were in this wretched condition. Hc; there- 
fore; moved that all the assembly be required to make 
a broad griu; and to show their teeth for the spaoe 
of two minutes. 

THE GRINNING. 
The Cow immediately remonstrated; and declared that 
no gentleman of any breeding would ever require a 
lady to show her teeth: but cries for the question 
drowned her voicC; and the next moment; such fine, 
unbroken rows of white teeth shone around the assem- 
bly; as no human congregation could ever exhibit. But 
before the two minutes of grinning were ended; a titter 
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fizsty and then a broad laugh; burst from almost eveiy 
animal; as they saw the unayailing eSbrts d the Oow 
and the Swine to hide the few stumps of teeth that 
alone remained in their jaws. The Cow attempted to 
apologise. She acknowledged that defective teeth we]» 
very common among men^ and among animals that live 
like them. But thisi she said, was of little importanoe 
to a race so fruitful in inventions as man. For there 
existed among them a very numerous class, who had 
the astonishing Acuity of supplying the loss of teeth 
by new ones more elegant and durable than nature had 
provided. 

Indeed; she thought the time not distant when men 
would knock out their natural teeth, in order to be 
•upplied with those from the mineral kingdom. Just 
before she started, she had obtained a ccnnplete set| 
but leaning one day over the side of the shq) in whioh 
she sailed, they had dropped into the sea, and, there- 
fore, she had been subjected to the gross insult now 
put upon her. 

The Dog, by way of reparation for his insult, here 
stated to the Convention, that he had no doubt the 
Cows of New York, and other large American cities, 
were doing more to advance the interests of the wild 
animals, than any other class represented in that assem- 
bly. For hb master, the dentist, had told him, that 
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in no other way were so many children destroyed; as 
by the use of their milk while feeding on slops. 

THE TIGER'S MOTION. 
The Tiger seized upon this statement^ and moved a 
Yote of thanks to the Cows of America^ for their great 
saccess in destroying the human race; which passed 
by acclamation. He added; alsO; that he hoped other 
animals domesticated by man^ would give in their tes- 
timony on the use of alcoholic drinks. 

THE OX RESPONDS. 
"I could detain this assembly/' said the Ox, "through 
a whole moon, in detailing the cruelties which I and 
my brethren are suffering from our masters, when half 
delurious with alcohol. The only thing that enables us 
to bear it, is the thought, that this alcohol is shorten*- 
ing the lives and ruining the families of oor masters.'' 

THE HORSE GIVES TESTIMONY. 
''Our sufferings are still greater," exclaimed the 
Horse; "so great, that a few individuals have resorted, 
like men, to ale and wine to drown their troubles. 
But the almost entire race stand firm upon the cold- 
water mark. And we have a chance, now and then, 
of retorting upon our masters. When we find that they 
have been indulging in strong drinks, we make ii a 
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rale to run away with them, and, if possible, to main 
an end of them, and of the yehioles which oonvej 
them. For no one ever thinks of blaming Horse for 
ronning away with a drunken man.'' 

THE CAMEL TESTIFIES. 
^^If aloohol were needed anywhere to sustain ani- 
mals under heat and fatigue, we should need it," said 
the Oamel, ''who are compelled to wade with heavy 
burdens through the scorching sands of the desert. 
But give us only pure water once in a few days, and 
we wish nothing better. A few of us once tried the 
experiment, accidentally. We were fed upon dates 
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and water^ wMch fermented in some of our many 8to> 
machs^ and for a few hours we fancied ourselves in 
Paradise; so light was our step and elastic our spirits. 
But in a few hours more^ we were plunging into TartaruS| 
and at every step seemed to be dragging a mountain. 
I shall never fc e two subsequent 

days. I do n te Wisdom com- 

manded the N >stain from wine, 

but even from Eiithfully have we 

told our story lows, that every 

Camel in Africa and Asia is now a Nazarite indeed.''* 

* The curious statements respecting the intoxication of the 
Camel from the use of dates, which are referred to in the 
speech of that animal, are not fiction, but sober facts ; as 
the following extract from Dr. Oudnej's ''Narratiye of 
Travels and Discoveries in Northern and Central Africa," 
will show. 

** Several of our camels are drunk to-day ; their eyes are 
heavy and want animation ; gait staggering, and every now 
and then falling, as a man in a state of intoxication. It 
arose from eating dates after drinking water ; these probably 
pass into the spirituous fermentation in the stomach." 

See *' Desultory Notes on the Origin, Uses, and Effects of 
Ardent Spirits, bv a PhfBician," p. 61. 
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THE OHIO SWINE. 
" My race have been traduced/' cried a large, sleek 
Swine from Ohio, " by being represented, just now, as 
attached to alcoholic drinks. That may be the case 
with a few slop-fed renegades in the city of New York, 
of whom the gentleman who lately spoke is one. But 
the Swine in the country detest alcohol in every, form. 
True, we are what is learnedly called omnivorous, that is, 
inclined to eat and drink almost everything offered to us. 
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and that with a tolerably good relish: therefore we 
have sometimes swallowed some salutary food mixed 
with alcohol ; as when we devoured cherries which had 
been soaked in ardent spirits^ or had spirit mixed with 
our ordinary drink. But mark me ; never was a Swine , 
always excepting the New York slop-eaters, never wjis 
a Swine caught tLe second time: for after that, he 
always kept on the look-out for alcohol. Why, sir, I 
should give up the race, as hopelessly degenerate, did 
they not manifest the most unconquerable aversion to 
this poison. And oh, what dreadful sufferings are 
brought upon us by the use of alcohol among men I 
Often have I known a tender mother, who had oare- 
fdlly nursed a family of twelve little ones, deprived of 
them all in a single day, to be converted into what are 
called roasters for some carousal upon the Fourth of July, 
or at Thanksgiving. And then it has been customary 
to employ intemperate men to kill and dress us. We 
do not so much object to being killed, for that we ex- 
pect, after we have s^mitted to being fattened, and we 
have become so accustomed to it, that we hardly feel 
it. But we do object to being slaughtered by the 
blundering knife of a drunkard, and when eaten, we 
do object to being washed down by alcohol. Cannot 
this Convention obtain for us some redress from these 
grievances?'' 
5 
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THE STEANGE VOICE. 
While the animals were thus giving in their testimonyi 
a qoick-eared Oat was observed to be watching by the 
side of a small pool of stagnant water^ within the bounds 
of the asEiembly : and at length she declared that she 
saw the water distinctly agitated, and conld hear a voice, 
though very feeble, coming out from the pool : ^ Let tif 
testify! let us testify r But in vain had she tried to dis- 
cover any animals in the water. The Convention ap- 
pointed a committee of the Lynx, the Eagle, and the 
Hawk, to try their microscopic eyes to learn the nature 



y Google 



of the mystery. The next day they made a report, " 
which brought out &cts most remarkable; and opened a 
field entirely new tothe.most s^gaoiouaand philosophic 
of the animals. The committee declared that they found 
the mysterious voice to proceed firom an incredible num- 
ber of animals; too small to be seen by most eyes^ yet as 
perfect as other animals. They were called animal- 
cula; and even that puny pool^ only two feet across it; 
contained a thousand times more in number than all 
the men and other animals on the globe. Nay, in one 
drop of water they counted 500,000,000. They had 
also ascertained beyond all question that these animal- 
cula swarm in water, m blood, in the air, all ovei^ the 
globe; and that all other animals shrank into perfect 
insignificance, as to numbers, when compared to these. 
They thought the Conyention, by observing the 
utmost stillness and attention, might hear the remarks 
which the largest of the animalcula, called the Vine- 
gaivEel, because he lived in that fluid, wished to make. 
It was amusing to see how they all bent forward, with 
ears erect, to listen to the stranger, and to see, espe- 
cially, the strong emotions depicted upon the face of the 
Lion, as he thus had evidence for the first time of in- 
numerable races subject to his dominion, whose exist- 
ence he had never suspected. 
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THE VINSGAR-EEL ADDRESSES THE ASSEMBLT. 

<^ Though we haire been so. long unknown and ne- 
glected/' said the Yinegar-Eel; '^ we claim fellowship 
with this assembly, and submit ourselves to the autho- 
rity of your noble sovereign. ,We have heard with 
deep sympathy of the sufferings you have endured from 
the use of alcohol among men. But we can tell you a 
sadder tale. The particular tribe to which I belongs 
live chiefly in pure vinegar, and unless there be as 
many as 500,000,000 in a barrel, we hardly know that 
we have any neighbors. Now it is sometimes custo- 
mary to introduce into the vinegar barrel a glass of 
cider, containing a few drops of that deadly poison, 
alcohol. And that is sufficient to strike dead^ the 
500,000,000 living moving beings found there. But 
this destruction is nothing compared with that which 
results from the drainage of distilleries, leading into 
ponds, where the animalcula swarm. It was calculated 
by some of our statistical writers, that, in a single 
season the drainage of the breweries, into that perfect 
Paradise of animalcula, the pond on the hill in Albany, 
destroyed not less than 100,000 billions."' Oh, there 

* The pond on the hiU in Albany became c^nite famous 
sereral years ago, in consequenoe of a prosecution commenced 
by the brewers of that city against Edward C Delayan, Esq., 
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is no race of animals so sensible as w^e are to the in- 
fluence of this poison; and instead of encouraging its 
use among animals^ we do pray this Convention; in its 

on account of the statements he had made, respecting theix 
use of the water of said pond in their breweries. Around the 
pond were slaughter-houses, priyies, a glue factory, heaps of 
mamure, and burial-grounds, the dr&inage from which was 
carried into the pond. It was also a place for the deposit of 
dead animals. It was stated by Mr. Delavan, that this 
water, thus redolent with filth, was extensively used by 
the brewers for making beer. They prosecuted him for 
libel, and laid their damages at $300,000. But Mr. Delayan 
proved the facts abundantly in court, and gained his cause. 

The «* Brewer's Lament," a poem by Mr. Pierpont, will 
perpetuate this history and the triumphs of Mr. Delavan, 
over a most formidable array of wealth and influence. 

Those not familiar with the modem discoveries, especially 
those of Ehrenberg, respecting animalcula, or infusoria, will 
be disposed to regard the statements in the text as mere 
fancy and exaggeration. But these and many more facts no 
less marvellous are now regarded as the settled truths of 
science. 

Not less than 1000 species of diese microscopic animals 
have been already described, varying in size, from the yVh 
to v7^7cnth of an inch in diameter. Of the smallest, eight 
millions would form a mass not larger than a mustard seed. 
Of their skeletons, found almost everywhere in the form of 
a white powder in our country, beneath peat bogs, it requires 
more than 40,000 millions to make a cubic inch. Tet small 
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wisdom, to devise some means to guard us against the 
dreadfiil evils we suffer from its use among men.'' 

THE WOLVES IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING. 

During one of its sittings, the Convention had been 
nraeh startled by heavy groans proceeding from a copse 
of wood on one side of the place of meeting that had been 
devoted to the reception and entertainment of strangers. 
The Ostrich, one member of the committee of arrange- 
ments, was directed to inquire into the cause of those 

as they are, all the important organs of animals have been 
discoTered in them, saoh as eyes, teeth, mnscles, nerres, 
glands, stomachs, and organs of reproduction. The rapid- 
ity with which they multiply, is prodigious. The Hydatina 
Hnta increased in ten days to 1,000,000, in the eleventh day 
to 4,000,000, and on the twelfth, to 16,000,000. Ehrenberg 
says that another individual, the CloMtmun^ mskj become in 
four days 170 billions, whose skeletons would make only 
two cubic feet of earth, like the polishing slate of Bilin. A 
sinj^e skeleton would not weigh more than the 187-millionth 
part of a grain. Some of these animals have been found 
living in snow, to which they impart a red colour, in the Alps 
and some other countries. When the snow melts, they die, 
because it becomes too warm, perhaps I They are peculiarly 
susceptible to the influence of poisonous substances, such as 
alcohol. See Psitohabd's ^*Infiuoria, Living and FouU,** 
London, 1841. 
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cBitresfflng sounds, and at this stage of the bnsineii: 
he stepped forward to make his report. 

He stated that, in preparing for the Convention^ ihe 
committee of arrangements had thon^t it de8irable|<^— 
since there would doubtless be many strangers priasetti 
to witness the proceedings, who were not provided with 
food or lodgings, — that a number of animals should be 
Ikensed to prepare burrows, lairs, and roosts, to be ki 
for compensatiim. Forthwith there appeared a pack 
of Wolves and a flock of Sheep, both eager for the place 
of landlords. The committee could not hesitate to 
give the preference to the wool-bearing applicants, so 
proverbially kind and gentle. The Wolves went away 
snapping and growling in great fury; and it now ap- 
peared that after the Sheep had fitted up several large 
establishments, as places of entertainment, several- 
Wolves entered them as guests, and, watching their 
opportunity, slew the landlords, and wrapped their skins 
about themselves, and thus prevented all suspicion of 
their ne&rious deed. They then prepared convenient 
ante-rooms in front of their establishments, and having 
hired a number of Rattlesnakes, they placed them in 
such a position in these ante-rooms, or bar-rooms, as 
they were called, that, as the guests entered; the first 
objects they met were the fi&sdnating eyes of the 
Battlesnakes, who were charged to exert themselves to 
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ihe utmosti fint to chann the goests^ and Aen to 
strike them with their deadly fuigs. 

When the guests were well poisoned^ they Were 
stripped of ev^iything valuable^ and thrust out to die^ 
mpitied. It was the dying groans of some of thots 
animals that had lately &llen on the ears of the Gon« 
▼entkm. And on inqniry, it was fonnd^ that but few 
who entered these murderers' dens/ were able to resist 
the iqmrkling eyes of the Snakes, or esoaped their p<n* 
sonons firngs, and he had been horror-strieken to find 
what a pie of carcasses lay on the back side of these 
establishments, some of which were called Tarems, 
others Hotels, and others, Gin-palaces. In .those still 
conducted by the Sheep, he found the utmost order, 
quiet, and satis&ction among the guests. But he did 
not hentate to summon a posse and arrest at once the 
Wolves in Sheep's clothing, and bring them to the bar 
of the Convention for trial. 

THE SBNTENCB— **SKIN FOE SKIN." 
The culprits being introduced, the Attorney-General, 
1^ large Newfoundland Daig, who was &miliar with 
courts among men, his master being an emin^t lawyer, 
wascalled on for his opinion. He said that the prison^ 
ers^atthe bar had been guilty of « double crime: murder 
iireotlj, and indirectly. A^d the latter crime ; thai-ef 
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desliojmg life by pdsoii, seemed to him more hdiiovs 
than tiie other. NeTerthelesa, he did not knov ci any 
stalate tiiat pcnnted out this crime exactly^ or its {nmidi* 
ment. But the^ was an ancient kw^ entitled, '^Sldn 
for skin/' whose exact meaning he had never b^ore 
understood. But now he saw it clearly. It applied to 
this case, and meant that when one animal skinned 
another, he should be skinned himself; and he now 
proposed that these Weaves should first have their skins 
stripped off, and then that the Sheep-skins which they 
w<nre should be fastened to them by a coat of tar. 

THE ALLIGATOR'S SPEECH AGAINST CAPITAL PUN- 
ISHMENT, AND IN FAVOR OF MORAL SUASION. 

This proposition was met by most of the Conven- 
tion with great applause. A few, however, dissented. 
Foremost among them was the same Alligator, that, 
on a former occasion, had taken sides with the Wolves 
and Hyaonas. He said he was as much opposed to 
wanton murder as any member of the Convention. 
But then he begged the members to recollect that these 
Wolves had been under strong temptation to destroy 
the She^, because suj^tlanted by them. And, besides, 
after they had become proprietors of the hotels, they 
did not compel their guests to look at the Battlesnakes' 
eyes. Having come into the place of the Sheep as 
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landlords^ whether justly or imjustlj; they were antho* 
rised by law to entertain guests, and to make iheir 
establishments as attraetiye as possible ; and what ooold 
be more fascinating than a Battlesnake's eyes 7 And 
if their guests chose to Idok at them, and to come so 
near as to be bitten, how could t^e Wolves be blamed, 
since they made use of no compulsion, and, m(»eoyer, 
had funilies to support from their business! Bi;^ 
after all, the grand objection in the mind of the Alli- 
gator, to haying ike Wolves skinned, was, that it would 
probably occasion their death, and he could not bear 
ike idea of capital punishment. His plan would be to 
try moral suasion with the Wolves, to see if they could 
not be reformed and induced to give up the Battle- 
snakes, and then they would make excellent landlords, 
from their known energy of character. He thought 
an earnest appeal from that Convention would have a 
powerful effect upon animals so reasonable as Wolves, 
and thus would they be saved to the world, and the 
feelings of the Convention would not be shocked by the 
shedding of blood. 

RBPLT TO THE ALLIGATOR'S SPEECH BY AN 
AMERICAN BEER. , 

There was a great rash for the floor, in order to give 

a ti^y to the Alligaitar. It was finally yielded tQ a 
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noble-looking American deeri whose graceful legs and 
Anders made a most favorable impression. He was 
a good deal excited, however, and declared that he 
never thought to see the day when an Alligator's feel- 
ings would be wounded by the sight of cajntal pu- 
nishment, unless through fear that he should not be 
appointed executioner. ^' Why/' said the ]>eer, ^^ he 
lives by the most reckless murder every day : and we, 
who inhabit the same wilderness with him, are obliged 
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to keep on the look-out, or we should all be sacrifioed ; 
for his maw is |ieyer satisfied. I have seen the yeij 
indiyidual who has addressed you devour a hundred 
trout at a meal, in one of the lakes of Florida, and foi 
a dessert he took down one of my cousins who had gon< 
to the edge of the water to drink. It is also a new 
idea, and yet quite appropriate/ for the Alligator to 
endeavor to reform Wolves by moral suasion. He 
had heard men speak of a golden age, that was^ to visit 
the earth, which they called millenium; and when 
Wolves shall be changed into Lambs by means of moral 
suasion exerted by Alligators, he had no doubt a mil- 
lenium would visit animals." 

THE LEAN HORSE'S SPEECH. 

A very lean Horse here stepped forward and made 
one or two remarks. He said he had some doubt 
whether skinning the Wolves were a punishment severe 
enough for their crime. For among men it was thought 
but little of. Nay, the greater part of them spent 
most of their time in trying to fleece and skin one 
unotiier. 

This was eiqiected, for instance, almost as a matt^ of 
course, when a man appeared in a court of justice, either 
as accuser or defendant; and he believed, if not misin- 
formed, that it was considered one of the perquisitei 
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of office for those who conducted these cases in oourt^ 
at least to fleece well those who employed them, 
whether successful or defeated. 

And in takiug off the fleece^ he was sure that they 
usuallj out so close as to take some of the skin also, 
and he never knew a man come out of a law case wbo3e 
back did not smart for it. He had himself been in 
the service of a man who, for several years, had a case 
in court, and his attorney had not only succeeded in 
shearing off his master's fleece and skin, but, by being 
himself kept most of the time on post-hay ^ he had 
lost almost everything but his skin, and some very 
sharp bones. However, he would not press this argu- 
ment. But, in order that the work should be done in 
good style upon the Wolves, he moved that the Blood- 
hounds, whom he saw present from Cuba, should be 
appointed executioners. 

THE BUFFALO OBJECTS. 

Upon this motion, an American Buflyo stepped fc^r- 
ward and objected to it, on the ground that it savored 
of minecessary crueUy. The Convention, as he under- 
stood it, had a regular executioner, viz., the Shark, 
whosa sharp, dagg^er-like teeth were much better adapted 
to the process of skinning, than the blunt, tearing 
(eeHi of the Dogs. But, above all, he would not employ 
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the Blood-honnds; lest that Convention should be 
thought as cruel as the American govemment, who 
employed those very animals to hunt down Indians in 
the swamps of Florida. 

This argument was decisiyCi and the Wolvet were 
forthwith driven awaj to a retired arm of the lake^ 
where the Sharks were already sharpening their teeth 
for the execution. 
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THE GREAT OWL CHEERS THE CONVENTION 
BY HIS REMARKS. 

The' great Owl next introduced himself to the meet- 
ing bj observing^ that he thought the train of remark 
in that Convention had been much too desponding, in 
respect to the prospects of animals, and much too fear- 
ful respecting the progress of the temperance cause 
among men. He had travelled a great deal both in 
Europe and America, during the night; and his power 
of seeing in the dark had given him an opportunity to 
witness a great many scenes unnoticed by daylight travel- 
ers. Could they just watch the occurrences during a 
single night, in one of the splendid gin-palaces of Great 
Britain, or in some of the taverns, grog-shops, and 
groceries of America, and then remember how many 
hundred thousand of these are nightly open, they would 
see that intemperance is a mighty whirlpool, which is 
not to be stopped, or even perceptibly checked, by a 
few temperance lectures^ and tracts, and pledges. Very 
probably, by checking the current a little, it will be 
made to whirl more violently, when it gets vent. His 
attention was called to those nightly resorts of alcohol- 
drinkers by the strange noises he heard there, which 
at first led him to suppose it a collection of his cousins, 
the Screech-Owls. At other times, he had mistaken 

. 6 
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the inmateS; as they staggered, and shouted, and roaiet) 
towards their homes, for a roving party of Jaekals or 
Hysonas, who had been robbing a grave-yard. The 
Convention had no idea how common these scenes were 
among men. They had often annoyed him very much ; 
for, as he was out on his lawfol calling, i. e., robbing 
hen-roosts, their noise had often kept old Chanticleer 
to wakeful, that he, the Owl, had to go back to his 
hde &8ting. 

His attention had sometimes been directed to the 
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retired rooms of those, who, as he had been told, were 
wasting their lives in poring over the page of learning 
1^ the midnight lamp ; and, as he looked in at the 
window (for Owb can see through blinds and curtains), 
he had sometimes discovered there an altar to Bacchus 
instead of Minerva, and it was reeking with» alcohdio 
libations, and redolent with tobacco fumes ; while the 
worshipers were poring over aces and spades, hearts 
and tmmps, jacks, kings, and queens, instead of mathe- 
matical diagrams, philosophical theories, or Greek and 
!R(mian lore. He found, also, that he must have a new 
lexicon, in order to understand some of the signs which 
he saw over many establishments along the streets. 

The word " Grocery," he found, for instance, must 
often be understood to mean "Groggeiy;" " Hot Oys- 
ten," meant "Hot Sling," "Hot Toddy," and other 
"Hot" tMngs; and "Soda Water," "Temperance Bit- 
tww," and "Temperance Beer," meant anything you 
oh<K)se to call for, except cold water. In a few instances, 
he had found these alcoholic dens in the baisement story 
of a church; and a brother Owl, who aocompanied him. 
Mid was a poet, could not resist tiie temptation, one 
night, to write upon the wall the following lines : — 

There's a spirit aboTe, and a spirit below, 
The spirit of loye, and the spirit of woe ; 
The spirit above is the spirit of loTe, 
The spirit below is the spirit of woe; 
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The spirit aboT« is the Spirit Ditint, f 

Tlie spirit below is the spirit of wine. 

Another facetious companion of his wrote one night 
upon the door of a retailer's shop, the f(^owing oonna- 
drain:— 

'^ K Satan should lose his tail; where must he go to 
get a new one?" Answer: "Where they Re-TaU 
spirits." 

*^ Upon the whole, so far as m j nightly observatidns 
have extended/' said the Owl, " the cause of intemp^ 
ranoe among men is very promising, and, oonsequenily, 
that of animals encouraging." 

THE HOBSi! FROM THE WASHmGTON RACES. 

An elegant Horse next announced hims^ to the 
ateembly by loud neighing, and when he had se- 
cured their attention, he came prancing forward into 
the arena, splendidly caparisoned, as if just fironi'tlie 
toumaiAent. He obviously thought himscdf to be bo 
common Horse, and sieemed gratified when he was -^A^' 
comed by the mixed roaring, and braying, and sfjueal* 
iug of the Convention. He at once informed th^. 
that he was firom the race-grounds at Washington^ 
where he had recently been crowned as victor. He 
eonfessed himself not a little proud of the extraordinary 
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honors that were heaped upon him en tiiat ecoaiian. 
But he exohed in them, chiefly as affording eyidenoe 
that animab were rising on the scale of existence, and tl^iat 
nian was sinking. In the first place, he and his com- 
panions were treated for a long time with extraordinary 
CMie, and nourished with the choicest food, although 
not a particle of alcohol was offered them. He could 
not, for a long time, ascertain what was the object of 
all this attention. But at length he found, that the 
grand question was, whether he or his companions had 
the strongest and most actiye legs. 

So much more important than anything else, did 
the Congress of the United States regaxd this question, 
that they suspended all their appropriate business for 
a whole day, and flocked to the race-grounds to see it 
decided. 

Even the foreign ambassadors were 4here also ; and 
such a motley assembly of the high and the low, the 
rich and the poor, the bond and the free, the white and 
the blade, he had never seen before, although a counter- 
part to that group was exhibited in the Convention he 
nad the honor of addressing. And indeed the shout- 
ing, and braying, and squealing, with which he had 
heen just grtseted, reminded him strongly of the clap- 
ping and the shouting which saluted him upon the 
laee-groond, eepedally when he gained the vieiory. 
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From the IVendeni of the United States chywnwsn^ 
1^ ranks, and all colors, nnited in making the wdkia 
ring again in that proud moment. Indeed, he aad Mm • 
companions were eyidentlj the magnates of that day * 
while grave senators, and talented representatives, the 
heads of this departments, and foreign dignitaries, paid 
to him a cordial obeisance j — and he would just hint to 
that Convention, that probably the exclusive use ci 
water, by himself and his companions, was the secret 
of their extraordinary success, on that occasion. For 
if they had taken alcohol, and it had aieoted them as it! 
did those who attended the races, instead x)f exhibitfaig 
feats of strength and agility, they would have been 
fioundering in a slough, or quarreling wiih one anotib^ 
by the wayside.* 

In conclusion, the Horse expressed his determinatioa 
to strive after still higher honors in the courses ^e 
next year; and really, he did not know of any higher 
honor which tlie delegated representatives of the peq^e 
could conf<^ upon him, unless they should propose him 
as a candidate for the presidency at the next election. 

* These familiar with the history of occurrences at Wash- 
ington, daring the session of Congress, know very well that 
this speech of the Horse is an almQSt literal description of 
what has sometinies taken place there. The newspapers 
for several years past afford amjple proof of this BtatemeiMU 
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And as several Asees had be^ greaUy ^doouraged, in 
fonner j^sas, to aspire to fihat high office; he did not 
despair of ultimate sacceas; sincoi as a Horsei he stood 
still higher on the scale of animals. 

A CROW ADDRESSES THE CONVENTION. 

A lean Crow next moved forward^ announcing him- 
self to be from the vicinity of Baltimore, in America. 
He said that the ancients considered him as an unlucky 
and ominous bird, calling him Corvus SinUtraj and 
notwithstanding the re^iarks of his brethren, the Owl 
and the Horse, he could not but feel dejected, in view 
of the &cts he had recently witnessed. Not long since, 
he had often observed, as he flew over the city of Bal- 
timore, some thousands of confirmed drunkards, and 
several of them were so nearly gone, that he and. his 
companion Crows had kept their eyes upon them for a 
long time, expecting to find them dead in s(Hne ditch, 
where their bones might be picked. But a sudden 
change had come over them, and more Uian 2000 of 
them cotild not be distinguished, as they were seen in the 
streets, from the temperate citizens, and he had learned 
that this strange transformation had extended to thou- 
sands upon thousands in other parts of the land. If 
this work went on, as he feared it would, men would 
soon learn to be as temperate as other animals, and fiiid 
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oat the secret that has saved the other aiuma]^ from 
extinction, viz., the use of pure water alpne for drink. 
If man should rise to the level of other animals on this 
subject, that is, to the cold-water level, his superior 
means of destroying other races would soon annihilate 
them. 

THE WILD TURKEY MOUNTS THE ROSTRUM. 

After the Crow, the American Wild Turkey mounted 
the rostrum, and begged leave to make a few remarks. 
As the noble bird moved forward, in his peculiiMfly 
stately and dignified manner, he excited a good deal 
of attention among the animals of the Eastern Conti- 
nent ; and in some of the birds especially, it was easy 
to perceive the workings of envy. He introduced him- 
self as from Mount Holyoke in New England, and, ^th 
a melancholy air, declared that he was the last of his 
race. He remembered the time when a numerous 
tribe of the Turkey dwelt securely on that moipitain. 
But they had suffered a most unrelenting persecution 
from man. And now, his single, small family was ^ 
that remained ; nor would it be by any means stiange, 
if, on his return, he should find those dear objects of 
his affection all massacred. He had often been advised 
to emigrate. But he would not quit the land and the 
graves of his fathers : he had rather die there than to 
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iiye in other forests. Tet man had been encroaching 
more and more upon the retreats that sheltered him. 
These had been cut down and burned with fire^ in many 
places^ almost to the crest of the mountain. For a long 
time^ he had had hope from only one quarter. He had 
noticed that when the farmer^ who came to clear a new 
£eld; brought along with him alcoholic drinks (and he 
always knew this from the manner of his working), 
that field would very soon be coyered again with a new 
forest. But when he saw the farmer stooping down to 
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slake his thirst at the cool spring, he knew that shrubs 
would not be suffered to grow there again. And he 
was satisfied that the number of this latter class was 
increasing; although he knew several of the other class 
still living around the mountain. 

WASHINGTONL/INS, AND COLD-WATER ARMIES. 

He had another fisict still more startling to commu- 
nicate. Formerly, as he looked down into the sur- 
rounding villages, and observed various kinds of 
celebrations among men, such as the Fourth of July, 
Thanksgiving, and Political Meetings, Military Be- 
views. College Commencements, and Exhibitions, he 
had been gratified to see what vast quantities of alco- 
holic drinks were consumed, and what havoc of life 
and property ensued. But of late, such drinks were 
not tolerated ; and were sold and used only by stealth. 
And what was still worse, a large part of these public 
gatherings had now become, what are called ^^ Temper- 
ance Celebrations." On these occasions, the Wash- 
ingtonians, as they were called, or reformed drunkards, 
such as had been described by his brother Crow, 
paraded the streets with banners flying, and, by cunning 
speakers, were roused to desperate hatred against all 
sorts of alcoholic drinks. Still further, he had witnessed 
numerous processions of children, embracing almost 
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all of that age, bearing banners aloft, inscribed with 
the appalling words, "Coij)-Wateb Army," words 
that sent a chill to his heart. For he learned that 
tiiese armies were organized almost everywhere in the 
land, numbering hundreds of thousands : and that such 
children could not be prevailed upon to take any drink 
at all alcoholic, even upon the Fourth of July, nor at 
Eeyiews and Thanksgiving. Now he had placed more 
dependence upon these days for promoting intemperance 
and ruining man, than upon half the rest of the year. 
And he felt sure that if children should generally 
learn to drink nothing but water, alcohol woiuld soon 
be driven from the land, and animals must give up the 
hope of expelling man from his usurped possessions. 
If drunkards reform, there is still some hope that they 
may go back again to their cups; and if moderate 
drinkers become abstinent, they too may be easily made 
to relapse. But if children are taught, as the young 
of other animab, to use only cold water, it would be 
as difficult to persuade them to drink alcohol, as it is 
to make other animals do it. 

MOUNT POLTOKE FEMALE SEMINARY. 

The Turkey proceeded to state another fact ominous 
of evil, which he had noticed from his look-out on 
Holyoke. A large building had recently been erected 
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near its base; inliabited only by joung ladies. And 
he had ascerlained that, from month to month, their 
exdnsire drink was only water, and this they used 
Tolontarily, being at liberty to do it or not. Now these 
&cts, said the Turkey, are ominous of evil to animals 
in a high degree, because they are ominous of good to 
man. For we find he^e the "two great influences that 
control man, enlisted in favor of cold-water temperance, 
such as animak practise. The children, — they control 
their parents ; and the young ladies, — they control the 
rest of the world, that is, the young men. Indeed, 
things have got to such a pass, that parents dare not 
use alcohol, except out of sight of thbir children ; and 
eyen then they are obliged to chew cinnamon, or 
cubebs, or calamus, or some other strong aromatic, to 
prevent being detected by their breath. And young 
men are obliged to drink alcohol, if they do it at all, 
only at midnight, and in some obscure cellar, or they 
cannot secure the hand of a respectable lady in mar- 
riage. 

The Turkey concluded by saying, that it was very 
unpleasant to state these facts. But he thought it his 
duty to let the Conrention know the worst, before they 
attempted to devise a remedy. 
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THE GOLDEN EAGLE FROM IRELAND. 

The Golden Eagle from Ireland (Fcdco Ghryssetoi) 
said he had intended to be a mere listener, but the 
statements of his cousin Turkey had opened a deep 
fountain in hi3 bosom, because it reminded him of still 
more melancholy facts which he had witnessed in his 
native Ireland. Not long since the men of that country 
were proverbial for using alcohol, and, as a consequence, 
for quarreling, ignorance, and degradation. But how 
great and melancholy the change I and brought about, 
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too^ mainly by the influence and labours of one man. 
A certain reverend gentleman, whom he could not men* 
tion without indignation, hixl been parading through 
the country to pledge the community against alcohol. 
Thousands upon thousands, roused by a contagiout 
enthusiasm, had flocked to his standard, imtil as manj 
as four millions of the people had been marshaled 
into a Temperance Army. At first, the Eagle had 
supposed that it was a mere temporary excitement^ 
which would be followed by a greater influx of intem* 
perance. But to his sorrow, he found that the larger 
part of the pledges had been kept month aifter month, 
and year after year. Now, should nothing be done to 
turn back the tide, and induce the Lrish to return to 
their drinking usages, they would, ere long, become 
one of the most powerful and intelligent nations of 
Burope, and the wild animals would be driven entirely 
from the island. And he was satisfied, that so long as 
the hated priest, who had been the chief instrument 
of all this mischief, survived, there was little hope of 
any important reaction. Now he had learned just 
before leaving home, that Father Mathew, for such 
was the name of this temperance demagogue, was about 
to take a voyage to America. He, therefore, moved 
that the Whale, the Sword-fish, and the Shark, be ap- 
pointed a committee to proceed to the coast of Irdaadi 
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l6 irateh for his embarkatioii^ and then to fiilow ib« 
vessel on its way, in iiie hope that an opportiiiiity may 
be presented during the voyage, for the Whale to 
destroy the boats of ike ship, should Father Mathenr 
venture into one of them, or the Sw(»rd-fi8h to pk»x)e 
W bottom, or for the Shark to seiie himi shoold he 
ventore to bathe in the oceans 

l%e feelings of the Convention having been mudi 
excited by the three last speeches, this motion was 
adopted by acclamation, without considering the extreme 
improbability of accomplishing the object. The land 
animals of Ireland and America also received a strict 
injunctioii to make away, if possible, with one whose 
influence is so pernicious. The Whale, by spouting^ 
the Sword-fish, by protruding his sword from the water, 
and the Shark, by flapping his tail, and extending his 
jaws, signified their acceptance of the commisnon with 
which they had been charged. 

THE PARROT ADDRESSES THE ASSEMBLY. 

An elegant Parrot, Miss Psittaous, flew to the ros- 
trom when the Eagle retired, and announced herself 
as a bird that had escaped firpm the aviary of a noble- 
man in fiigland. She said, that being a proficient in 
tiie En|^&th lai^^iiage^ and having for years been admit- 
ted to the moist refined oireles, die t]u>ught her testt 
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mony might be relied on ; and, moreoyer, it was of a 
character to relieve the Gonrention from ike desponding 
conclusions -whieh a history oi the progress of temper- 
ance in Ireland and America had produced. 

For they might rest assured that this cause in Eng- 
land had been treated very differently. Great efforts, 
indeed, had been made to make it flourish there. But 
only a few of the more respectable portion of the public 
had become converts. The nobility and clergy had no 
objection to having the lower classes adopt teetotalism ; 
and hence they would speak encouraging words to the 
advocates of this cause. But when the question came 
to them, whether they would themselves abstain from 
ihe wine-cup for the good of their neighbor, the de- 
mand was too great. And when away from the public 
ear, she had oftener heard the cause ridiculed than 
advocated; or else condemned as ultra and ascetic. 
Nay, even yet the wine-cup was kept in the vestry of 
the church, to regale the exhausted minister, and help 
him bear his responsibilities ; or take for his stomach's 
sake and often infirmities. In short, it was considered 
decidedly un&shionable and vulgar to adopt the pledge 
of total abstinence. On the continent of Europe it 
was still more so, as she had learnt from some of her 
risters who had visited her from France, Italy, Oer* 
many, and Russia. So, evm in the United Statds of 
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America, she had been assured that many of the 
fashionable and the wealthy still held on to the alco- 
holic glass in the social circle. It had been sud by 
the Turkey that the two great influences that control 
men, children and ladies, were enlisted on the side of 
temperance. But here was an influence nc^ less potent, 
Tiz. Fashion, — at work too in all civilised countries, 
against temperance. And so long as tlat power Qtood 
its ground, let no one fear the final triumph of temper- 
ance among men. So long as the predominant influ- 
ence of England, the most powerful of all the nations 
on the globe, is in favor of alcohol, it will still be manu- 
factured and used. She had been often struck with the 
low state of patriotism and benevolence among the 
educated and refined classes in England, who shrink 
from the slight denial and sacrifice of abstinence from 
alcohol, although they might tiius bring immense happi- 
ness to millions in the lower classes of society. But 
animds may well rejoice in man's selfishness^ because 
they may be sure it will work for their good. So long 
as John Bull will indulge Imnself in brandy atd wine^ 
he may be sure that enough will follow his example 
in other nations, to keep the chains of intemperan^l 
upon the world riveted, and prevent man from acquiring 
» complete dominion over other animals. 
7 
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PBOPOSAL TO INTRODtJCE TOBACCO AMONO ANI- 
MALS. SPEECH OF THE LONO-ABMED APE. 

TheLong-Anned Ape^ Mr. Simialar, here took tho 
floor; and called attention to another snbstanoe in T617 
common nse among men^ of which other animals knew 
nothing, sare himself and a few others. He said it was 
somewhat allied to alcohol, and tiie two were almost 
always nsed by the same indiyidoab in alternate order^ 
so as to produce an agreeable yariety. For the use of 
the one always sharpened the appetite for the other* 
The snbstancewascaUed Tobacco; aname which anin- 
genions friend of his, who was a good Greek scholar, 
had derived from the name of Bacchus, the god of 
wine. For in declining that name, according to the 
rules of the Greek grammar, it ran thus : Nominatiye, 
*0 l^aacxoi; Genitiye, T« Btucxn } Batire, Tm Bax:t«>- ^^0 
literal meaning of which latter case, is, something 
offered to the person or thing spoken of: viz. in this 
case, as he understood it, tobacco means a certain weed 
dedicated to Bacchus, and it was truly a most accepts^ 
ble offering; for scarcely nothing else promoted his 
cause so much. And next to alcohol it was a most 
charming substance. The e^diikration was not^ indeed^ 
quite as strong as from alcohol ; but it continued longeTi 
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•nd^ indeed^ a man miglxt use it constantljj except 
wheD asleep, witb the most agreeable results. 

THE APE INTRODUCES THE DANDY, 

Mr. Simia Lar here proceeded to desciibe the different 
forms in which this precious weed was prepared for 
nse, viz. as snuff, and in the form of cigars, and in 
leaves and chunks for chewing and smoking. He had 
tried it in all ways, and with the most marked benefit. 
It always cured a cold and watery stomach, kept the 
teeth from decay, and the spirits from sinking. He 
had brought with him samples of this plant in all the 
states proper for use, and he invited those around him 
to make a trial of it, so as to verify his statements. 
He here stated, that in order to show the animds how 
to use this substance in the most elegant manner, he 
had invited a friend of his, of the human family, and 
called among men a Buck or a Dandy, to accompany 
him to this Convention, whom he here introduced as a 
sample of the elegance of appearance and manners 
which the animals might hope to attain, if they only 
adopted the use of alcohol and tobacco. This gentle- 
man immediately opened his gold snuff-box, and passing 
it around, those animak which had long noses snuffed 
up not a little of the precious substance within. This 
produced such a sternutatory effect, as to throw the 
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snuff-taking animals into oonvulsionsj and the others 
into extravagant laughter. 

THE DANDY AND THE APE SMOKE DAINTILY. 
THE CONFLAGRATION. 

The Dandy next drew out some cigars^ and giving 
one to the Ape, who had introduced him, invited him 
to smoke with him. After the exhibition of many 
airS; and taking a conspicuous position, they began to 
puff away, and several animals crowded around them 
to see the strange sight. Among these were the Cash- 
mere Goat, the Racoon, the Fox, the Sheep, the Os- 
trich, and the Condor. Ignorant entirely of the nature 
or effects of fire, they were not careful to avoid the 
sparks which were carelessly thrown off by the Dandy 
and the Ape. Falling among the fur and the feathers 
of the spectators, ere they were aware of it, a confla* 
gration sprang up, which spread most rapidly, and the 
burning animals, in their agony, were frisking and yell- 
ing in all directions, and thus the flames were spread 
on all sides, and few of the fur-bearing and feather- 
bearing animals escaped a singeing. One of those on 
fire, in his agony sprang into the water, and the others^ 
observing how the fire was thus extinguished, followed 
his example. But the aquatic animals, supposing this 
rash into the water to be an attack upon them, retorted 
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with fury upon their supposed assailants, and thej were 
driven out of the water as rapidly as they went in, and 
a laughable sight it was to see them singed and drip- 
ping as they went back to their seats in the Convention. 
Some of them, however, were in such agony that they 
oould not suppress their groans, nor attend to tha 
business of the Convention. Others, to whom the 
snufF had been given, and some, who had been chewing 
tobacco, lay wallowing. in agony on the ground, and it 
Beemed doubtful whether they would recover. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S OPINION. 

As soon as the Lion could restore order, which was 
very difficult, he directed the authors of the disturbance 
to take their place at the bar of the Convention, and 
the Attorney-General, a large Newfoundland Dog, as 
fklready stated, was called upon to state his opinion of 
the case. He said, that it was unnecessary to prove 
that the Dandy and the Ape were the authors of the 
mischief, for they acknowledged it. The only question 
related to the penalty. Now he thought the Ape to 
be decidedly most guilty. For what oould have been 
a grosser insult to that Convention, than to introduce 
into it one of its most inveterate enemies ? And yet, 
the great resembhmce between the Ape and the Dandy, 
IM the assembly nught see, might have led the former, 
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^norant as he was, to sappose himself not Uameabla 
for bringing his eonsin into an assemblage of all sorts 
<tf animals. And as to the Band j, it might be pleaded 
in extenuation of his offence, that he was probably 
led on to this audaoious act by the superior ability and 
eunning of the Ape. However, so gross an offenoe 
must not pass unpunished. And he had been examine 
ing the laws of the empire to find one applicable to 
ihis case. He had at last fallen upon a statute witii 
the title, Lex Sirens, in other words, the nngeing law. 
3j this act, any criminal that had, either directly or 
indirectly, singed another, must himself also be singed. 
His judgment, therefore, was, that the Ape, being sus- 
pended by the fore-feet, should be well singed, and 
then drenched with water. Afterwards, he and the 
Dandy should be placed in the middle of the arena of 
the Conyention, on the top of the rock which stands 
there, and both of them be required, during the re- 
mainder of the session, to smoke cigars, for the 
amusement of the members, while the Whale was 
directed every half hour to drench them thoroughly 
with a stream of water. 

JHE DAKDT 8PBAES. 

' So consonant with the fedings of the Oonvention 
was this opinion, thnt the Dttndy and the Ape in vain 
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attempted to obtain a hearing in arrest of judgment. 
The Bandj was heard in broken sentences to say^ that 
among men it would be no disgrace to be obliged to 
■moke all the time^ and in all places } that in fact thi^ 
most accomplished gentlemen were aoaust<nned to do 
it when they walked ihe streets, and when they sat in 
the hoose; before eating, to settle their stomachs) and 
after eating, to settle tiieir dinner; in time of health, 
to keep sickness away, and in time of sickness, to pre^ 
Tent contagion. And if other animals would only be 
persuaded to do the same, what an amount of happiness 
would be the result I Instead of this, however, tiiey 
were frightened by the first trial of fluffing and chew- 
ing, because it produced sickness at the stomach, a 
thing which always took place among men, ere they 
were broken into the use of tobacco. But this incipient 
8n£fering was always fblly made up to them by the 
subsequent pleasure, and, by contrast, it heightened the 
pleasure; for the happiness did not end with tobacco; 
since the use of this only payed the way for the still 
higher pleasure resulting from the use of alcohol. 
These two luxuries were naturally inseparable, and 
though some men did use the one without the other, 
they did yiolence to nature, ^nd ere lohg, they usually 
yielded to her dictates, and found themselyes amply 
lepaid. Oh I what a boon that Conyeniion were thus 
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rudely rejecting ; and not only so, but offering groM 
insult to those who presented it to them, and were now 
going to inflict severe suffering upon his cousin, the 
Ape, for his beneyolence. '' But let not that noble ani- 
mal sink under his sufferings. May the consciousness 
of doing right sustain him as the flames kindle around 
him: and let him not forget, that his name will 
henoefbrth be enrolled among the martyrs who have 
suffered for the noble cause of tobacco, and by tilie pert 
•ecutions of the v^ individuals whom he would have 
benefited." 

THE APE ATTEMPTS TO SPEAK. 

Here the voice of disapprobation became so loud 
that the Dandy gave out. The Ape made an effort to 
speak, but the audience were stiU more impatient, in 
spite of all the efforts of the laon to keep order. The 
Ape declared, that^ as to his personal sufferings; he 
was comparatively indifferent : but he felt deeply in- 
diguant that such should be the reward of the disinteiv 
ested zeal of his cousin, Homo 8apien$, and warned the 
animals that the day was not distant, when they 
would bitterly rue their mean and detestable conduct 
towards an individual of a race so much superior te 
themselves as man; ai^.tp'^ards Jiimself, who ci|me wf 
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near the human family in straotore and habits as to place 
him next below man in dignity, and therefore above 
all other animals. This statement roused to despera- 
tion the members of the Conyentiony and they cried oat 
for the execution of the sentence which had been 
unanimously pronounced upon the culprits. Accord- 
ingly the Giraffe seized the fore paws of the Ape, and 
twisting some willow boughs around them, he sus- 
pended the animal upon a tree, and then the Dandy 
was reqxdred to apply a lighted Lucifer match to his 
posteriors : when instantly he was enveloped in a flione 
which would have proved fatal, had not the Whale been 
ready to spout a whole barrel of water upon the victim. 
He soon recovered himself so much &at he and the 
Dandy were perched upon the rock and compelled to 
poff away upon their ^4ong nines" the remainder of 
the session, while they were brayed at, and squealed 
at, and otherwise insulted, by the members of the C!on^ 
vention ; especially when they emerged from the tre- 
mendous shower-bath inflicted by the Whale: aind 
ttkVB ended the effort to introduce tobacco amcmg the 
lower animals. 

To prevent any further effort of the like kind, one 
of the secretari^ was directed to prepare a history of 
tUa transaction, to be published throughout all the 
diWBJnions of King Leo. 
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Ab ibe §em(mB of the Oonyenlioii were dntwing t^ 
ti doee, a Oommittee; appointed early in the delib^ra- 
tioii8| came forward| and through their dudrman, the 
Aidatie Leopard, reported the following resolutions. 

1. Seuived, that the grand secret by which animab 
kKfe been enabled to preeeire their health| their Hber^i 
and their Utcs; and their tribes from extinction, is the 
use of water only as a beTerage. 

2. JS^Mo^vecf, that if men learn this secret, and practice 
tins principle, it will be impossible to prerent theirnii# 
limited prosperity, and the conseqaent destmction ct 
other animals. 

8. Hence, thirdly, reio?oeJ, that whateyer ammal by 
his precept or example, encourages tiie use of alcdLbfie 
Mnksamoiq; any otiier animal except man, is jns^ 
ahaigeable with treason and suioide; and is to be«N»* 
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gidered as having reduced himself to the level of man, 
and is henceforth fit only to be a slave of man. 

4. Hence^ foorthlj, resolvedj that this Convention do 
all in their power to promote the manofaotore and the 
use of alcoholic drinks among men ; that the Horsei 
the Mule^ and the Ox, for instance, when called to labor 
in the wine-press, the cider-mill, or the distillery, cheer- 
folly submit to the severest efforts, because they are 
taking the most effectual way to prevent the prosperity 
and increase of their great enemy and persecutor, man, 

5. Hence, fifthly, resolved^ that the Cow be allowed 
to persevere in the use of distillers' slops, even at the 
expense of her own life and health, because, for every 
Cow that is thus sacrificed, a large number of our enemies 
will be out down. 

6. Resolved, that we now pledge ourselves, by touch- 
ing noses, that we will entirely abstain from all beve- 
rages but water, — that we nauseate the poisonous weed 
called tobacco, — that we will discountenance their use 
by other animals, and that we will do all in our power 
to increase their use among man, as the surest means 
<^ their ruin, and the only hope of preventing them from 
gaining the entire control of the whole animal kingdom. 
Por the same reason we will do all in our power to en- 
•onnge the war spirit and slavery among men. 

8 
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THE BESOLUTIONS DISCUSSED. 

None of the Resolutions occasioned much disoossioii 
except the last, which was warmly agitated. The op- 
position to it was not confined to those animals which 
were in favor of the introduction of alcohol and nar- 
cotics among the lower animals. But some^ who pro* 
fessed to be advocates of the most rigid temperance^ 
strenuously opposed the adoption of pledges. Some 
of the grounds of this opposition may be learnt by the 
following abstracts of a few speeches. 

THE HOG OPPOSES THE PLEDGE. 

The Hog opposed the pledge on the ground that by 
nature he was omnivorous ; and therefore had a right to 
use temperately every kind of food and drink. Eveiy 
ereature of God, he maintained, was good, and to be 
received with thanksgiving, and no animal had a right 
to dictate to him what he should eat or drink. When 
asked by the Sheep, whether he deemed alcohol and 
tobacco so important for his health that he could not 
pledge himself against them for the public good, he 
replied that he would yield to no animal in his regard 
fbT temperauoe, and in benevolent feelings towards 
other animals. But there were certain inalimiaMe 
rights which he would not give np. He was not foci 
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enough^ for instance, to allow his fleece to be taken off 
yearly, as the sheep did. Those who had attempted it 
on him, had always got a good deal '' more cry than 
wool/' No one had any right to his fleece, nor to 
make any sumptuary laws to regulate his manner of 
living 



THE ORANQ OUTANQ CANNOT PLEDGE HIMSELF. 

This animal said, that, contraiy to his will, he had 
been made a prisoner by man, and he had found that 
bis standing and comfort in human society, depended 
Tery much upon his conformity to the usages of civil- 
iidd life. If, when admitted to the entertainments of 



y Google 



116 HltrgKT OF A EOOLOQIOAL 

dtttipgoiihed men, he were to leiaae to sip a glass ot 
. wine, with the goyemor of the feast, or his guests^ 
especially the ladies, he would be cast out of decent 
society. The same would be the case if he refused 
snuff, or the cigar after dinner. It was thought 
especially rude to refuse the wine-cup at weddings; and 
upon the whole, he had made up his mind to refuse the 
pledge, for these and more general • reasons, which he 
had already urged. He did not belieye that patriotism 
or beneyolence required him to make such a sfMsrifioe. 

THE CAT EEPUSES. 

A large Cat inquired of the Conyention, how, in his 
nightly depredations upon the granaries, ^biry rooms, 
and pantries of the human species, he could always 
distinguish between articles containing, and articles 
destitute of alcohol. For it was said to exist in bread, 
and some housewiyes used it in preparing pies, custards, 
&c. Such a pledge, therefore, was totally unreasonable. 
But his strongest objection was of another kind. To 
ask him to take such a pledge, implied that he was in 
danger of becoming a sot, and that he could not take 
care of himself. He resented such an imputation. It 
was an impeachment of his honor to represent him as 
in any danger from this quarter. He knew what was 
best for him, and he would not submit his habits to 
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tile regulation of that Oonvention. He knew what hif 
nature required better than they did. 

THE MULE WILL NOT SIGN AWAY HIS LIBERTY. 

The Mule said; that although his name among mev 
was almost synonymous with a yielding disposition iiy 
everything reasonable^ he oould not give up this point 
For to take this pledge would be to give up his liberty. 
And that was dearer to him than life. His race h^ 
Buffered everything almost to secure the liberty to do 
as they pleased, and he would not be recreant to the 
boon transmitted to him by his noble progenitors^ at 
the price of many a hard whipping. Many of them 
had i^oved martyi:s under suc^ treatment^ and all his 
tribe had become so used to it, that this Convention 
need not suppose that any (mdgeling or flagellation 
would overcome their repugnance> to ^ving pledges 
bow they would act. 

THE Cow FROM NEW YORK RECANTS, AND OFFERS 
TO TAKE THE PLEDOB. 

The Cow from New York, who had signed the peti- 
tion for calling the Convention, and who had sevOTal 
times spoken in favor of introducing alcohol and the 
dops of distilleries among animals, came forward at 
tiiis stage of the business and declared, that after lu- 
iemng to ike debates of that OonvMition, ate hiMi 
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beoome conyinced of her error^ and begged poblidj^ to 
recant^ and pledge herself against alcohol. Since bIm 
had been absent at this Convention^ she had abstained, 
through necessily, from alcohol in every form^ and she 
had found her health already greatly improved. She 
was convinced that she had been totally deceived re- 
specting her condition^ and had mistaken obesity for 
health. She wished to be among the foremost to take 
the pledge ; and she rejoiced in the prospect of returning 
home^ where she should lecture her companions, who 
were under a similar delusion ; and it did seem to her 
that she could open their eyes to their true condition. 

THE BEAB FBOM SUMATRA DESCBIBES HIS INTEM- 
PERATE HABITS. 

This recantation and profession of reformation by 
the Cow, were received by the Convention with shouts 
of applause. She was followed immediately by Vhrn 
Mdc^cmius, the Sumatran Bear, who declared that he 
was brought up in the ^unily of the Governor of that 
idand; and at his table was daily tempted with choice 
wines, and soon became unconiaroUably attached to then^ 
and at length a complete sot. In his drunken paroxysms 
he conducted so badly, that the Oovemor turned him 
adrift After that he lived in the streets, and depended 
■ponpiibUcoharii7f<nr his bread. He learnt at leni^ 
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that by frequenting taverns and groceries^ he oonld 
find human sots ready to give him intoxicating drink 
enough to take away his reason and self-control ; and 
in this state he would attack men and other animalsi 
and get whipped and half murdered sometimes. He 
had himself committed seyeral murders^ and escaped 
condign punishment only by fleeing into other parts ot 
the country^ or going among his own kinsmen in the 
mountains. But they^ seeing how degraded and quarrel- 
some he waS; drove him away from their dens. His 
life had become a burthen to him. But hearing ot 
this Convention^ he made haste to attend it, in order 
to defend the use of alcohol. But not having drunk 
any since he left Sumatra^ he found himself in a new 
world ; and now he was ready to sign the pledge as a 
reformed drunkard. 

This recital drew tears of joy ;md sympathy from the 
eyes of the Convention. The Cow^ especially^ was over- 
joyed to find another animal who could sympathize with 
her^ and involuntarily she and the Bear were seen to 
run towards each other, and for a long time to press 
their noses together and to lick each other with gipat 
fondness, the Convention meanwhile making the welkin 
resound with approving shouts. It is said, — ^though 
h may be mere scandal, — that the final result was, thai 
the Cow never returned to Americai but accompanied 
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ibe Bear to Sumatra; where she was introduced to hia 
relations as Mrs. Ursus. 

THE TAME ELEPHANT PLEADS POOR HEALTH ANll 
THE PHYSICLiN'S PRESCRIPTION. 

The tame Elephant^ emitting a strong odor of the 
Skunk, next stepped forward cautiously, and claimed 
protection against that filthy American animal, while he 
made a few remarks. A body guard haying been as- 
signed him, he entered a strong protest against being 
required to take the pledge, on the ground that such 
was the state of his health that he had been compelled 
to use alcohol. He had been reduced so low, that he 
had been able to eat only a hundred pounds of grass 
and fifty pounds of roots per day ; and his master, ftar* 
ing his death on such a scanty portion, sent for a hu- 
man physician, whose prescription was two gallons of 
brandy, or four gallons of wine per day ; and that re- 
medy had doubtless saved his life. He had been ex- 
tremely grateful to that benevolent gentleman for so 
delicious, and, at the same time, so sovereign a remedy : 
nor would he neglect such eminent advice, at the 
bidding of any convention on earth. Were he to omit 
this prescription, he did not doubt but the weakness 
of his stomach would return, as well as severe head- 
iohes, nervousness, and general debility. He did not 
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dare to be reduced again to so low a diet as he had 
mentioned : nor did any benetolence require that one 
should loTe his neighbor better than himself. 

But he had another objection to signing the pledge. 
It was a vulgar affair, and^ although well enough for 
many of the ignoble races whom he saw in that Oon- 
vention, and perhaps the only means of saving them 
from the excessive use of alcohol, yet he belonged to a 
race with royal blood in their veins, who needed no 
such silly ceremony as touching noses to prompt them 
to do their duty. He should never dare to lift up his 
trunk again among his fellows, were he to submit to 
such degradation. Others might do it in welcome, and 
perhaps when the Skunk presented himself for so loving 
a ceremony, they might be disposed to embrace him. 

The Elephant wa» proceeding in this strain, but his 
agitation threw out from his body so strong an odor 
of the Otto of Roses that the other animals supposed 
Mr. Mephitis had again come forward to resent the in- 
tuit offered him, and they began to run away ; but the 
Lion's voice restored order, and he proceeded to state, 
that at the beginning of the sessions of the Convention, 
he had appointed a Goat, who had long been connected 
with a hydropathic establishment in Germany, to act 
IB physician and surgeon; and the case of the Elephant 
aeemed to be one that demanded his attention. H« 
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wouldy therefinre, request Dr. Ca'pra to preserfoe ioi 
the Elephant 

THE GOAT'S PRESCRIPTION. 

The Goat promptly replied, that the case was a oletr 
one. It was hydrophobia^ and hydropathy was the 
remedy. This would tend to overcome the patient's 
terrible repugnance to water, and aid in removing that 
insufferable odor which had been so annoying to the 
Convention, though it would need a great many ablu- 
tions to complete the purification. If the patient 
should object to this hydropathic treatment, his advice 
was, that Mr. Mephitis be again let loose upon him. 

As this last sentence was uttered, the Elephant 
sprang as if he were shot, and bolted out of the Con- 
vention. But the Whale was too quick for him ; and 
ere he got out of the way he was • most thoroughly 
drenched. It happened also that he went directly past 
the burrow of Mr. Mephitis, who had just time to 
empty upon him another phial of the Otto of Roses; 
80 that he went off, not only with flying colors, but 
with flying odors. 

THE DOG BRINGS THE MATTER TO A CLOSE. 

Many of the animals attempted to reply to these 
several objections; but the Bog's speech was most to 
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I the pointy and ended the doings of the Oonvention. 

j He said he had been greatly surprised that such ob- 

I jeotiona to taking a pledge against the use of Tiroleni 

poisons, were nrged by any animals except man. They 
were exactly the same sort as he had often heard in 
human Temperance Conventions which he had often 
attended. And it did not surprise him, to hear a race so 
selfish^ so wanting in patriotism as man, boldly avow 
such contemptible motiyes of conduct. But among other 
animals, confessedly so much superior to man in self- 
denial and sacrifice for the public good, they were 
brought out now with a very bad grace. And they 
led him greatly to fear that unless such sentiments 
were promptly frowned upon by the Convention, ani- 
mals might soon be reduced as low as man on the scale of 
patriotism and benevolence. He therefore moved as an 
amendment of the Ijist resolve, that from the time the 
animals who take the pledge begin to touch noses, one 
half hour be allowed to those who do not, to get the 
start as much as they can on meir way home : but if 
overtaken, they will be left to the mercy of those who 
eome up with them. 

This amendment was no sooner made than it was 
rarried, as well as the original resolve, by the accl»- 
oiations of an overwhelming majority. At once the 
animals began to range themselves by hundreds in 
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opposing lines, in order to take the pledge; -whlla 
the rest were seen instantly straining their musoleii 
to the utmost, in their attempts to get out of the 
way. The scene among those who took the pledge 
proved a very touching one, for so long had they been 
together in the Convention, that it icas hard to part: 
and not only did they touch noses, but continued for a 
long time to lick and embrace each other; and it will 
relieve the sympathies of the reader, to know that the 
unpledged animals got fiurly out of the way of the 
others: and all, both pledged and unpledged, finally 
reached their homes in safety, and spent many a lon^ 
night in detailing to their constituents, the marvellous 
•tory of the "World's Zoological Convention.'' 
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